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Mark Davidson : Right, Wrong, and Risky: A Dictionary of Today's American English Usage before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Right, Wrong, and Risky: A Dictionary of
Today's American English Usage:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Thoughts by aformer Latin student and nearly retired trial lawyerBy
Thomas F. LytleThis book answers al the questions of when to use lie or lay, affect or effect, specious or spurious,
and so forth. | purchased two copies, one for me and one for my secretary, severa years ago. It isavery effective
resource. Note effective versus affective, covered in this book for those who wonder. My recent purchases of copies of
the book are for high school seniors and university freshmen and women. All of them have thanked me and find the
book very useful in English composition in formal English classes and all other subjects where writing is part of the
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course.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. How to gain proper grammar usageBy G. SchmelzerGreat
source for finding proper usage for everyday misused words such as lig,lay,sit etc. Today's journalists and many news
sources would do well to utilize this source.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Right, Wrong, and
RiskyBy Jane ReedTHE go to book for usage - easy to use, clear, modern and...witty! Entries are listed in alphabetical
order, followed by alucid discussion of the word or words in question.l've given it to students and friends who are
lovers of language.Not just areference work; it's fun to dip into at moments of leisure.

For anyone challenged by the changes and controversies in the world's most widely used language: Standard American
English.Right, Wrong, and Risky provides simple, direct answers to questions about word choice, spelling, grammar,
and punctuation; in straightforward alphabetical order. The answers are supported by thousands of up-to-date
published usage examples. And the reader istold not just that particular usages are right or wrong, but why. In
addition, Right, Wrong, and Risky warns the reader about risky words like cleave and suspicious, and the many risky
situations in which usage authorities disagree about what is and is not acceptable in Standard American English. For
every such quandary, this book provides arisk-free solution. Browsers will learn why we tell stage performers to break
aleg, why it's not really an insult to call someone a philistine or even a Neanderthal, and why it's wise never to use the
word fortuitous or say the word forte aloud.

From BooklistFull-time writer and former professor of communications Davidson offers a dictionary that "views the
real world of today's American English, identifying usage questions that are debatable, citing conflicting answers, and
offering risk-free solutions for each conflict." Presented in straight alphabetical order, al of the standard usage
guestions are covered, including a or an; comprise or constitute; and datais or data are.What makes this dictionary so
useful for ageneral audience (and readable for browsers) isthe vast array of contemporary examples of usage, ranging
from New Y orker cartoons to storefront signs. In addition, Davidson addresses many common punctuation pitfalls,
including the current ubiquitous abuse of the apostrophe. Browsers will enjoy the colorful, interesting backstories on
the origins of terms such as ground zero, on the sudden warming to the phrase girl talk, and on the widely
misunderstood use of the word Neanderthal. And students struggling with language issues will especialy appreciate
Davidson's up-to-date, exceptionally clear explanations of common trouble spots. Joanne WilkinsonCopyright
American Library Association. All rights reserved Belongs on the desk of every writer, every editor, every teacher,
every speaker and everybody else who cares about. -- Marvin Petal, former European Manager, McGraw-Hill World
NewswWonderful. -- Ray BradburyAbout the AuthorMark Davidson was a writer, author, and journalist, and a former
professor at UCLA, USC, and Cal State.



