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Phil Carson, Roy Buchanan : Roy Buchanan: American Axe before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised Roy Buchanan: American Axe:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Well Written, Well ResearchedBy Eliminator ManBeing along time
fan of Roy's| just had to read this at some point and just finished it tonight. Many rock biographies are short on facts
and poorly researched and padded out with authorial BS, but not this one. | found this to be well written and
thoroughly researched. | was amazed by all the detail about Roy's early gigs and bands. The author managed to
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interview apparently everyone still alive that knew Roy with the exception of hiswife, Judy. He mentionsin the
introduction that she didn't cooperate with the writing of the book and that is too bad. Roy was married to her for a
long time and they had six kids together. The one biographical gap in the book concerns his home life with Judy and
the kids and that is too bad. But the author does a great job with the rest of Roy's life.lf you are interested in this book
you must be familiar with at least some of Roy's recordings. While reading this | looked on youtube for some videosto
watch. What | found was the old PBS documentary, The World's Greatest Unknown Guitarist. | saw this back when it
came out and have looked for it on for years. Someone posted the show in three parts on youtube. Pretty poor video
quality but what a great show and an excellent compliment to this book. We are all familiar with Roy's exciting lead
style, the speed and intensity and the finger gymnastics, but there are afew samplesin this show that really show the
depth of Roy. Thereisascene of him noodling in his parents yard this really shows hisimagination. Thereis a scene
where he plays with Mundel Lowe's band with Mundel sitting about two feet away while Roy plays a beautiful piece
in Mundel's style. There's also ajam with Merle Haggard where Roy pays tribute to Roy Nichols, Merle's longtime
sideman and important country guitarist. These videos give some nice context to some comments in the book. Several
people say there how the best they heard Roy play was just sitting around playing to himself. Another good exampleis
the long solo jam on the Sweet Dreams anthology. It is the last song on disc two. Very nice.There have beentimesin
Roy's recordings where he would seem to be going along nicely and then explode into some virtuoso thing that in
context seemed inappropriate. Just afeeling and my opinion. | always thought this was due to poor taste on Roy's part
but after reading this book | now believe it was just Roy, the people pleaser, giving the listeners what he thought they
wanted: speed and flash. And truly alot of hisfans come for that. But alittle research shows that Roy was much more
than that. | thank the author of this book for a great job and helping me to understand Roy better.19 of 19 people found
the following review helpful. The story of atrue master.By BDHI was about fourteen years old when first exposed to
the innovative guitar playing of Roy Buchanan. | knew even back then how skillful he was, yet dissimilar from his
peers. It was a PBS special on television. | sat mesmerized and frozen while listening to the sweet, steel guitar-like
sounds of his Telecaster guitar for the first time. Hearing the beautiful, yet melancholy melodies of 'The Messiah Will
Come Again', 'Sweet Dreams, and others still echo in my mind 30 years |ater.'Roy Buchanan: American Axe', by Phil
Carson, isa special biography of aspecial person. The book takes the reader on ajourney through the guitarist's
childhood straight through to his days as ajourneyman guitarist, a man haunted by the same demons that haunt many
an artist and musician, especially blues and rock guitar players it seems.Carson tells the story of awarm night in June
of '72 when an ordinary, mellow man first headlined to afull house in New Y ork City's Carnegie Hall. Backed by his
band, the Snakestretchers, Roy stepped up to the mic and began reciting in a soft drawl: "Just a smile, just aglance ...
The Prince of Darkness, he just walked past ..." Y ou know the rest. His solo then rang out through the hall in crystal
clarity. The audience |eft awestruck at the end of the show, knowing they'd witnessed a guitar gresat for the first
time.Roy's life was cut short; only God knows why. But at least he was able to leave us an amazing legacy of
recordings. He was an incredible blues player. This book isfor the fans of Roy, and for those looking forward to
learning about the life of the guitar legend himself. For those who have yet to get into him, start here aswell ... while
listening to a CD or two of hismusic. As great as his recordings were, though, it was almost impossible for producers
to catch him in the right essence. Not only did they have difficulty choosing the proper material for him and his band
to record, but Roy was always best in the live club setting as opposed to the studio. His earliest studio albums were his
best, as they were raw and untainted. Try 1972's'Roy Buchanan', or 1973's 'Second Album'. 'Sweet Dreams - The
Anthology' is agood compilation, too.Thisis an excellent book for those who love the guitar, and also for those who
want to learn more about one of its true masters. '‘Roy Buchanan: American Axe' is areceptive and comprehensive
biography.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book - MUST read for guitarists and fansBy
Michael A. MclaughlinThefirst time | ever even heard the name Roy Buchanan was years ago when | was ayoung
pup - | stayed up late and caught a broadcast of Roy Buchanan on the local PBS network. This wasn't the legendary
"Greatest Unknown Guitarist in the World" piece, but appeared to be Roy and his band on a soundstage somewhere.
At thetime, | had just begun playing electric guitar and my tastes ran in the direction of the Allman Brothers Band,
Eric Clapton and The Band - | wasinto the Blues, heavily into the Blues. | would read and watch anything that | could
find having to do with guitars and guitarists (which was pretty slim pickings in those days before cable networks).
Well, what | saw that night totally blew my mind!!!! Not only was RB technically amazing, but he played with such
passion that | became a die-hard fan on the spot.Fast forward afew years to when | learned that RB had passed away.
Asl said - | was afan and had been soaking up everything | could about guitars and guitarists, yet | had read very little
about RB in all those years. | bought the albums, but very rarely found anything written about the man - and when |
did read anything about him, it usually concerned his technique or was amusic review. Like others, | often wondered
why a player of Roy Buchanan's immense talent never made it big. One of the things that always frustrated me was
that Roy Buchanan's studio recordings never seemed to capture the fire and excitement of his live performances. Now
| think | know why. (For that |esson alone - the truth about the recording business and how artists are "handled" - this
book should be required reading for any budding guitarist who dreams of someday signing a recording contract.) In
any event, when | learned that RB had died, my reaction was. "what a sad, sad day and what atragic loss."Now, thanks



to Mr. Carson - | finally feel like I have the beginnings of an understanding regarding this amazing musician - not just
the facts of hislife, but the influences and, yes, even the demons, that contributed to forming the man and, to acertain
extent, the legend. Carson is obviously afan, but, in my humble opinion, he didn't let that cloud his judgement - there's
no slant here one way or the other. To the contrary, Carson does a great job of telling the story of a shy, (sometimes)
reserved man who just happened to have perfect pitch, love music, and who worked his ass off to become an expert at
what he loved: playing the guitar. RB's lifeis portrayed by one who obviously studied and mastered his subject matter,
and then just told the story - and told it well - warts and all.If thiswas just another book about a rock star (tough youth,
toured forever, made it big, dies tragically) this book would probably be worthy of a couple of stars. However, as
another reviewer said, Carson's book is more than just a biography of arock musician - it isthe story of alife. As such,
it reveals much of what makes being human a sometimes comic and sometimes tragic experience - in short, it reveals
much about what we all have in common as humans making our way in life. Along the way, Carson also givesus a
rich glimpse into life at those times, into what it is to be a musician who gigs to pay the bills and feed the kids (and the
temptations and dangers inherent in that lifestyle), and into the harsh realisms of the world of rock n'roll. Thereisalot
of material here, and also some valuable lessons. | have read many biographies and auto-biographies about many,
many people - including many guitarists and rock musicians. Roy Buchanan: American Axeis, by far, one of the best |
have ever read! | have no reservationsin giving this book five stars - | just wish | could give it more.

(Book). Roy Buchanan was a"guitarist's guitarist” who shunned fame for amusical odyssey on America's roadhouse
circuit with his battered Telecaster melding blues, country, jazz and rock like no player before or since. Thisisa
compelling road trip through the gritty world of honky tonks and beer joints where this enigmatic journeyman
preferred to play. Readers meet the biggest names in pop music and legions of unknowns along the way, from the
dawn of rock 'n’ roll to Buchanan's puzzling death in 1988. "We just sat there aghast ... It was some of the best playing
I've ever heard ... He defied all the laws of verse-chorus-verse and just blazed." Jeff Beck "Roy was one of the creators
in the pioneering of unusual sounds. It seemed as though | was hearing them come first from Roy Buchanan." Les Paul

"I remember asking him how he'd developed his style, and he said with a straight face that he was half-wolf..." -
Robbie Robertson”



