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Stephen Howard : Saxophone Manual: Choosing, Setting Up and Maintaining a Saxophone  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Saxophone Manual: Choosing, Setting Up 
and Maintaining a Saxophone: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Reference to the Mechanics of a SaxophoneBy 
perrymasonaryExcellent book on selection, repair and care of your saxophone.The author is careful to point out that 
certain repairs should only be performed by a qualified technician. However, he goes into great detail about the 
mechanics of the saxophone.There are some repairs or fixes one can do at home in a pinch. The author tells you how 
to replace the cork on the neck. Certainly an easy repair that can be done at home and with minimal expense as 
compared to a technician charging $20 and up.Every saxophone player should have a copy of this book. It is truly an 
excellent reference.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nice basic book that it will make your vist at 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0857338404


woodwind repair shop more productinve rather than make you into sax repair guruBy CustomerI would say it is a 
good read for somebody that is about to start looking for a saxophone. It offers some practical advice on buying 
instrument and covers some basic care and maintenance. Will you be able to make small tweaks to improve how your 
instrument plays? I doubt it - if compared to bikes maintenance it covers changing punctured tubes, chain lubrication, 
changing break pads etc.. You would not be able to build a wheel, true it or fine tune your derailer. It is very nicely 
published but I think they could skip on glossy paper and nice pics and couple in-depth chapters. .2 of 2 people found 
the following review helpful. Buying, maintaining and repairing your saxophoneBy M. L StricklandI just received this 
book, and it is exactly what I was looking for! It covers normal maintenance and repairs as well as setup and 
adjustments you can make to the saxophone. How to regulate, test and correct leaks, replacing pads and how to replace 
and adjust springs and corks.The only topics I see that it does not cover are soldering, deny removal and other major 
tasks. Since I don't intend to become a professional repairman, I would have a professional to do those jobs anyway. I 
would probably have a pro replace pads and springs too, even though the book covers those adequately.It stRts off 
with choosing the right types of saxophone and things to consider when buying one and then goes through most of the 
maintenance, adjustments and repairs that would need to be during during its lifetime.

The saxophone is arguably the most iconic of all instruments, but with its graceful form and soulful tone it's easy to 
forget that it's still a machine. It's a complicated machine, too, and even a slight fault in the mechanism can affect the 
way it feels and plays. This innovative manual explains clearly and simply how the mechanism functions and what can 
be done to maintain it, as well as to improve its performance with professional set-up techniques, with few or no 
specialist tools. This manual is essential reading for everyone who plays the saxophone.

About the AuthorStephen Howard has been a professional repairer for over 30 years, and a player for even longer. He 
has an international reputation for his down-to-earth approach that cuts through the myth and jargon and gets straight 
to the point in an informal and engaging style. 


