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Marvin Terban : Scholastic Dictionary of Idioms: More Than 600 Phrases, Sayings Expressions  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Scholastic Dictionary of 
Idioms: More Than 600 Phrases, Sayings Expressions: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Great resource for people learning EnglishBy Gail from Lake 
GenevaI bought this book to help as I tutor a Mexican woman in English. Idioms can be the hardest thing to learn, 
since they don't always make sense. I wanted to be sure she understands them, even if she doesn't always have to come 
up with them herself. There are multiple ways to say things and she can get her message across without using idioms, 
but she will be at a disadvantage if she doesn't recognize them when someone else uses them.I like that the book 
includes 3 resources for each idiom - a definition, a use in a sentence, plus the derivation. Also, the idioms are listed in 
alphabetical order, so it is an easy reference. This book should make learning more fun.4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Great academic resource for students who struggle with figurative languageBy BattleshipI 
have been working with a student who has Asperger's. He has trouble with figurative language, especially idioms. This 
book has been a big help. There are a number of expressions that are relevant to the present-day culture and are used 
very often. The common sayings are listed in alphabetical order. For each selection, the idiom is presented in the 
context of a sentence. The meaning of the idiom is given in plain terms. Then, the origin of the idiom is given to give a 
historical explanation.My student is enjoying going through the book. We use this as an activity when a five minute 
change of pace is needed for a transition between reading comprehension activities or writing assignments. We will go 
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through several of the idioms together. I saw a review that said that the expressions are too child-like. I don't find this 
to be the case at all. The vast majority of the expressions are heard in adult conversation on a regular basis.I have 
discovered that many children don't often use the same idioms we are familiar with from an earlier generation. They 
have their own lingo, but it is essential for them to be familiar with the sayings in the book. It enables them to have a 
broader range of expression and an expanded frame of reference when communicating with adults and gathering 
meaning of reading passages. My student had a blank look on his face when I would relate some of the idioms in the 
past. I knew it was an issue I needed to address because he is sure to encounter it as he advances in our school's high 
school English curriculum.This book would help out ELL students as well. They struggle to grasp idioms that we take 
for granted, although they communicate with intricate idiomatic expressions in their native languages. The book will 
also benefit students who need to spice up writing samples. Teachers like to see students paint colorful pictures with 
their words in descriptive narratives and much prefer it to bland narratives that are often passed in. I think this is a 
great resource for any educator and I recommend it wholeheartedly.137 of 139 people found the following review 
helpful. Get on the bandwagonBy ColinRight off the bat, if you're autistic like me and have trouble understanding 
idioms, this product will surely knock your socks off. There are many idiom books out there, but I heard through the 
grapevine that this book was the cream of the crop. Now I usually take advice like that with a grain of salt, but I'm 
happy I went out on a limb and buried my head in the sand with this one, because it has truly made understanding 
idioms a piece of cake.It's a shot in the arm to know that no longer will I be in stuck in a conversation with my autism 
as an albatross around my neck every time I open my mouth; I am now able to bury the hatchet with language. It's 
books like these that give you a leg up where genetics let you down. I highly recommend this book.

FOR USE IN SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES ONLY. Cat got your tongue? Penny for your thoughts? Come again? 
Every day, idioms bring color to our speech. Since they don't really mean what they say, idioms can stump even the 
native English-speaker. Marvin Terban makes understanding idioms ""as easy as pie"" with explanations for, and 
origins of, more than 700 everyday American idioms, complete with kid-friendly sample sentences. The entries are 
amusing as well as educational. Alphabetical listing and cross-referencing index makes finding idioms a ""piece of 
cake.

From Publishers WeeklyHumor and illustrations add spice to over 600 definitions and origins of common idiomatic 
phrases. Not to let the cat out of the bag, but this one's it's a barrel of monkeys. Ages 8-up. Copyright 1998 Reed 
Business Information, Inc.From BooklistGr. 4^-7. Terban explains the meanings and origins (if known) of more than 
600 idioms and proverbs in this intriguing book. Although no sources are provided, Terban has obviously done a great 
deal of research. In some cases, such as "open a can of worms," he discusses the meaning of an idiom without really 
explaining its origin and bizarre originality. In others, like "face the music," he provides more than one possible 
explanation. Each page includes one lightly comical line drawing of a child expressing feelings such as quizzical, 
annoyed, amused, or distressed. Not only is this a good resource for teachers who discuss idioms in the classroom but 
it also has some appeal for browsers, though readers who come looking for the logic behind the English language may 
leave thinking it "curiouser and curiouser." Carolyn Phelan 


