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Brian Stableford : Science Fact and Science Fiction: An Encyclopedia  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Science Fact and Science Fiction: An Encyclopedia: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Stephen C. HyattPurchased for someone else for a 
gift.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. feedback loop between SF and scienceBy W 
BoudvilleStapleford is a well known science fiction author in his own right. But he is also of a serious literary bent, in 
terms of analysing science fiction in the broader context of society and technology. With these credentials, he put 
together this encyclopedia.In essence, it discusses a feedback loop between science fiction and science, mainly over 
the last 150 years. At one level, science fiction has often inspired people to become scientists. But the progress of 
science is shown to have changed what science fiction plots are about.The book also looks at noted SF authors who 
were also scientists. The chemist Isaac Asimov. The astronomer Fred Hoyle. And others. These often imbue their 
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stories with strong scientific verisimilitude. Which can also act to encourage other non-scientist authors to raise their 
game, in this aspect.You might want to check this book out, if you are a SF fan, who also wants a broader context and 
better understanding of your hobby. [Instead of just reading each SF story you run into.]

Science fiction is a literary genre based on scientific speculation. Works of science fiction use the ideas and the 
vocabulary of all sciences to create valid narratives that explore the future effects of science on events and human 
beings. Science Fact and Science Fiction examines in one volume how science has propelled science-fiction and, to a 
lesser extent, how science fiction has influenced the sciences. Although coverage will discuss the science behind the 
fiction from the Classical Age to the present, focus is naturally on the 19th century to the present, when the Industrial 
Revolution and spectacular progress in science and technology triggered an influx of science-fiction works speculating 
on the future. As scientific developments alter expectations for the future, the literature absorbs, uses, and adapts such 
contextual visions. The goal of the Encyclopedia is not to present a catalog of sciences and their application in literary 
fiction, but rather to study the ongoing flow and counterflow of influences, including how fictional representations of 
science affect how we view its practice and disciplines. Although the main focus is on literature, other forms of 
science fiction, including film and video games, are explored and, because science is an international matter, works 
from non-English speaking countries are discussed as needed.

From BooklistThis is not an encyclopedia of science fiction, and it's not an encyclopedia of science, either. Instead, it 
discusses the impact of fantastic literature on science and vice versa. Author Stableford is a science-fiction writer as 
well as a frequent contributor to works about the genre. In an introduction, he describes the encyclopedia as a way "to 
construct and maintain bridges between the cultures of science and fiction." The approximately 300 entries are 
academic in tone and cover topics such Botany, Postmodernism, andTime travel.Writers, like Ursula K. Le Guin, are 
included on the basis "of the relevance of their works to issues in science, rather than their importance within the 
history of genre science fiction." Also profiled are leading theorists such as Johannes Kepler and Karl Marx. Entries 
make frequent reference to fictional and scientific titles, but no bibliographies for further readings are included. A 
"Thematic List of Entries" groups entries by broad topics such as "Concepts," "Leading Figures: Scientists," and 
"Technology." The index includes titles mentioned in the text, which enhances the volume's usefulness.The 
Greenwood Encyclopediaof Science ictionand Fantasy: Themes, Works, and Wonders (2005) also has thematic essays, 
but it focuses more on the science-fiction aspect of the concepts being described. Encyclopedia of Science Fiction 
(Facts On File, 2005) has a more literary focus. Science Fact and Science Fiction fulfills a different purpose than either 
of these works and will be a useful addition to reference collections in large public and academic libraries. Jack 
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