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Stephen J. Spignes : Shape Under the Sheet: The Complete Stephen King Encyclopedia before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Shape Under the Sheet: The Complete Stephen
King Encyclopedia:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy darrellyowa2 of 5 people found the following review
helpful. Not REALLY an encyclopedia...By Bryant Burnette...more like a doorstop. Now, don't get me wrong, the
portion of the book that is afunctional encyclopediais thorough. And | suppose that such athing is useful for King
scholars, or for intensely devoted fans who fancy themselves King scholars. However, the book is made twice as long
asit ought to have been by a series of fairly pointless interviews with people like King's secretaries, King's brother
Dave, King's childhood friend Chris Chesley, other people who have written books about King, and noted horror
writers such as Richard Matheson and Robert R. McCammon. What's wrong with that, you ask? Well, nothing; all of
these people, as well as the scads of others whom Spignesi putsin the hot seat for their fifteen minutes, no doubt have
many interesting things to say. However, Spignesi has almost nothing of interest to ask. A typical line of questioning
goes something like this:SPIGNES!: "Which one of the movies based on King's books is your

favorite? INTERVIEWEE: "Well, | don't know, | only saw a couple of them."SPIGNESI: "My favoriteis 'The Dead
Zone'. Did you see that one?' INTERVIEWEE: "Oh, yeah. It was pretty good, | guess."SPIGNES!I: "Y eah, Cronenberg
really captured the novel with that one." Seriously; he asks almost every person he interviews about the movie of "The
Dead Zone." I'll grant you that it's a good movie, but Spignesi comes off as being overly obsessed with that particul ar
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line of questioning. And, just for the record, the movie really DOESN'T capture the novel; it's good, but not that
good.Most embarassing by far is the interview with author Robert R. McCammon, who scarcely even knows Stephen
King personally (that was the case upon the book's publication, at least). McCammon really has very little to say on
the subject of King, owning up to not having read all that many of King's novels. Primarily, Spignesi seemsto have
interviewed McCammon so he could ask him why McCammon's novel "Swan Song" is so similar to King's"The
Stand." A truly lousy interview with an author whose work cries out to be considered in akinder light.And dare |
mention the several poems about Stephen King written by Spignesi and other notorious Kingophiles? They are
laughably bad, and would only ever have been published in this sort of vanity project, or by someone who needed very
badly to fill up some pages.In short, this book is only for the hardest of die-hard King fans. And you guys would be
better off using whatever money you would have spent on this turkey to instead buy copies of King's booksto give out
as presents to people who don't read him. Two stars for the thorough encyclopedia (current through about 1990);
otherwise, atotal dud.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A must have for any King fan who likes to
sweat the details!By Timothy G. Beemanl bought this book in 1991, when it first came out and at the time | had only
read a couple of King books. After | got the book and looked over it and it described every character in detail from
every book that King had written up to Four Past Midnight, it got me started again. | haven't stopped reading King
since. It even has details about his short, uncollected works, many unknown works and complete references of movie
adaptations of King'sworks. This book is more detailed than most of King's books themselves. Never get lost again
with large novels that have tons of characters (e.g. The Stand-Uncut, or It). Waiting for the update as we speak. Please

From Library Journal This monstrous volume, admits author/compiler Spignesi, "is for the King reader who literally
wants to know everything they possibly can about the World of King." That aptly sums up Spignesi's book, grandiose
aims, careless grammar, and al. Besides indexing King's published and unpublished works (a job that takes up about
half the book's length), Spignesi provides brief primary and secondary bibliographies, a publishing history and table of
contents for the King newsletter Castle Rock , and detailed discussions of recordings and film adaptations. There are
interviews with King's secretary, brother, critics, admirers, collectors, and others, stories and (very bad) poems by
many of these same individuals, and even bibliographies of the works of these peripheral players. Finally, there are
more than a dozen pieces that Spignesi himself finds unclassifiable, including an embarrassing dissection of "The
Three Levels of Stephen King Fandom." In short, thisis a volume whose coverage and organization makes it of
marginal reference value, but it is also of enormous potential interest to King's readers. Libraries that already own such
basic volumes as The Stephen King Companion (LJ 11/15/84) will need to decide whether this new work's cur rency
and level of detail justify its stiff price. The publisher notes that thisis a collector's edition, with only 3000 copies
being printed, thus the cost.--Ed.-Grove Koger, Boise P.L ., 1d.Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.From
the PublisherThis book, coming in at over 800 pages (and six pounds!) contains Everything KING! Interviews, 18,000
entries of People, Places and Things (thistook the author five yearsto produce!). | am very proud to have had the
oppurtunity to publish this book, and as alimited it features so many more extras than the trade editions.



