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Martin Pegler : Soldiers Songs and Slang of the Great War (General Military)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Soldiers Songs and Slang of the Great War (General 
Military): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nicely Done. Very helpful for dealing with WW1 argotBy Glen 
MirankerWell written, well organized. Very helpful for "deciphering" jargon when reading WWI letters and 
magazines.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy FirebirdReceived in fast time. Book as 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1472804155


advertised. Thank you.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Funny and grimly touchingBy Steven 
HardestyThis book is a delightful dictionary of the weird and wonderful words and songs used on the Western Front in 
World War I to describe the indescribable and to explain the bizarrely mundane. "Furphy" for a half-lie, "terrier crop" 
for an army haircut and "van blank" (vin blanc) are words too good not to keep using. Also told me that half the slang I 
had thought invented in and for my war in Vietnam was just a hangover from 50 years before! The songs and slang are 
a lot of fun but it is the front line misery from which they sprang - and which the songs and slang describe - that makes 
this a grimly touching collection.

Have you ever "gotten dirty at the crossroads" in a "knocking shop"? Or been in a "bun-fight"? Can you sing "I 
Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now?", "Bicycle Built for Two" or "Danny Boy"? Soldiers' Songs and Slang of the Great 
War explains the meaning and origins of the language and songs of WW1.A bawdy and satiric celebration of cheerful 
determination in the face of appalling adversity, this book brings forth the sense of humor of the American, Canadian, 
Australian, and British soldier in the trenches of World War I. Published to coincide with the centenary of the First 
World War, this collection of rousing marching songs, cheering ditties, evocative sing-alongs, and complete diction of 
soldiers' slang reveals the best of Allied humor of the period. Wonderfully illustrated with Punch cartoons, posters, and 
the soldiers' own Wipers' Times, this nostalgic book will not only delight but also give a real sense of daily life amidst 
the mud and blood of the trenches.

Osprey brings a social dimension to World War I's centennial with its enormously entertainingSoldiers' Songs and 
Slang of the Great War.You might go bapoo at its sheer number of fascinating facts and factoids. And you might even 
scream, 'Sweet Fanny Adams!' But anyone with even a passing interest in the 'War to End All Wars' will love this 
terrific tome. Cybermodeler OnlineAbout the AuthorMartin Pegler has a BA Honors in Medieval and Modern History 
and an MA in Museum Studies, both from University College, London, and was for many years the Senior Curator of 
Firearms at the Royal Armouries Museum, Leeds. He now lives in the Somme, France, where he and his wife run a 
small bed and breakfast, which is situated on top of the old German front line. Martin has established The Somme 
Historical Centre (www.martinpegler.com), where visitors can see the technology used in the 1914-18 trench warfare. 
Martin enjoys shooting historic firearms, and has participated in many shooting competitions. He is currently an author 
and firearms consultant and he also lectures at local Great War museums. In his spare time Martin runs motorcycle 
tours of the battlefield. He is the author of a number of books including The Military Sniper since 1914, Firearms in 
the American West 1700-1900, and the highly acclaimed Out of Nowhere: A History of the Military Sniper, and he 
has also contributed to a number of magazines. In the 1980s he had the privilege of interviewing many World War I 
veterans about their wartime experiences, and the recordings are now part of the sound archives of the Imperial War 
Museum in London. The author lives in Somme, France. 


