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From Doubleday : The Anchor Bible Dictionary, Vol. 4: K-N before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Anchor Bible Dictionary, Vol. 4: K-N:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Mike CarterGreat historical reference; insightful.0 of 0
people found the following review helpful. Very detailed and scientificBy CALVery detailed and scientific. I'll
probably spend the rest of my life reading the whole set. It isilluminating how many contradictions within the Bible
are pointed out in this series. Each volume is about 1200 pages of fine print, packed with information.0 of O people
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy fun fanaticY es

Six yearsin the making, this state-of-the-art dictionary offers the most up-to-date and comprehensive treatment of
biblical subjects and scholarship. An essential reference for every serious reader of the Bible.B W illustrations and line-
art throughout.
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From Library Journalln the past 30 years, there have been three major encyclopedic Bible dictionaries published in
English: The Interpreter's Bible Dictionary (IBD ), the Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, and The
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia ( ISBE ). When it was published in 1962 (with a supplementary volume in
1976), the IBD represented the state of critical Biblical scholarship. The ISBE , though an extensive revision of the
previous edition (1929), retained many articles from its predecessors (1915 and 1929). Because of the numerous
developmentsin biblical scholarship during the past three decades, the editor felt (rightly) that it wastime for aBible
dictionary that would represent the current state of the discipline. The Anchor Bible Dictionary ( ABD ) isthe result of
hisvision. The ABD is both international and interconfessional, with nearly 1000 contributors from around the world
representing Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, and Muslim traditions (and also those of no religious tradition). Thelist of
contributing scholars includes names long associated with biblical and theological studies. The currency of the
dictionary as awholeisreflected especialy in the inclusion of such subjects as the Dead Sea Scrolls, early Jewish-
Christian relations, the historical Jesus, and sociological and literary methods of biblical criticism (including feminist
hermeneutics), and in numerous entries on archaeological sites. In addition, the bibliographies are usually up to date
and often extensive. Unlike previous Bible dictionaries, the bibliographic entriesin the ABD are complete citations,
listed individually rather than in arun-on fashion, and hence easier to use. Even in such a monumental success as the
ABD , there are weak spots. One might expect to find pronunciations, especially for place and personal names--which
isthe case with the IBD and the ISBE --but none are given here. There are few illustrations throughout. The maps are
inadequate, and some of the topics are handled clumsily. Y et overall, thisis asolid piece of work, well written and
well edited. It will serve scholars and students because of its currency and thoroughness and lay readers because of its
generally readable style. The ABD deserves a place on the shelves beside the standard Bible dictionaries of previous
generations and is recommended for public, academic, and seminary libraries.- Craig W. Beard, Univ. of Alabama at
Birmingham Lib.Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.From the PublisherSix years in the making, this state-
of-the-art dictionary offers the most up-to-date and comprehensive treatment of biblical subjects and scholarship. An
essential reference for every serious reader of the Bible.B W illustrations and line-art throughout.From the Inside
FlapSix years in the making, this state-of-the-art dictionary offers the most up-to-date and comprehensive treatment of
biblical subjects and scholarship. An essential reference for every serious reader of the Bible.B W illustrations and line-
art throughout.



