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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book is great, not only for ART lovers but also to ...By
Ginamari MartinezThis book is great, not only for ART lovers but aso to those interested in knowing more about the
History of Art. Easy to read, the book gives a good general overview of important artists and works. Has good insights
about the different artists personalities, making the book fun to read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Concise and readable! By |jGreat, easy introduction to art. I'm using it for my new art history class.1 of 1 people found
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the following review helpful. Informative and fun!By HelenAn excellent overview for those of us with the interest but
without an extensive background in art. It's written clearly and is fun to read with important and /or interesting facts
noted about particular artists or art movements within the context of their times.

Carol Strickland's The Annotated Mona Lisa: A Crash Coursein Art History from Prehistoric to Post-Modern offers
an illustrated tutorial of prehistoric to post-modern art, from cave paintings to video art installations to digital and
Internet media."Like music, art isa universal language. Although looking at works of art is a pleasurable enough
experience, to appreciate them fully requires certain skills and knowledge."--Carol Strickland, from the introduction to
The Annotated MonaLisa: A Crash Course in Art History from Prehistoric to Post-ModernThis heavily illustrated
crash course in art history is revised and updated. Featuring succinct page-length essays, instructive sidebars, and more
than 300 photographs, The Annotated MonaLisa: A Crash Course in Art History from Prehistoric to Post-Modern
takes art education out of the realm of dreary textbooks, demystifies jargon and theory, and makes the history of art
movements accessible to beginning art museum-goers even at a cursory reading. From Stonehenge to the Guggenheim
and from African art to Warhol, more than 25,000 years of art is distilled into five sections (prehistoric and medieval,
renaissance and baroque, the nineteenth century, modern art, and contemporary art) covering alittle more than 200
pages.

From the Back Coverlt's a paradox of American culture. Throughout the country, in every major city, art museums
stand as our proudest, most venerated public institutions - the world's great art, there for al to see. Y et for many
Americans, theworld of "Art" remainsinaccessible, lost in afog of jargon and theories that can make the artwork
itself seem hopelessly remote. The Annotated Mona Lisa demystifies art history. It'sabrisk, clearly stated survey,
from cave painting to conceptua art, that doesn't talk down to its reader and doesn't assume a prior art education. And,
most important, it never bores. Dynamic design, with succinct, page-length essays, frequent sidebars, and abundant
color illustrations incorporated into the text, make The Annotated Mona Lisa a browser's delight, as well as an
authoritative reference that can be read from cover to cover. Sections on ancient and medieval art emphasize context
and historical relevance: What kind of people did it take to build the Egyptian pyramids? How has their work
influenced the architecture of today? Sections on Renaissance and Baroque art, the nineteenth century, and the modern
eratouch on all the major figures of the times, while continuing to explain the cultural context out of which the art
evolved. A time line at the beginning of each section tiesit al together, noting the significant historical events that
shaped the art world and the world at large.About the AuthorCarol Strickland has a doctorate in American culture
from the University of Michigan. Sheis theChristian Science Monitor's art critic and contributes feature stories on the
artsto theNew Y ork Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, and Art and Antiques. She is the author of The
Annotated Arch: A Crash Course in the History of Architecture, The Illustrated Timeline of Art History, and numerous
artists monographs. Carol livesin New Y ork City and Long Island.



