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John Cacavas : The Art of Writing Music (Hardcover Book)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Art of Writing Music (Hardcover Book): 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Content actually matches the titleBy J. StakerVery few books out 
there like this, that actually take you on a tour of the authors own method of writing, or composing music. Minus all 
the stuffiness of most such books, you get right into sketching out a song on paper.Yes, the author is from the "old 
school" where you compose on paper, then later arrange and orchestrate your song.These days we use computers, but 
still there is a great gap in modern teaching on "counterpoint" or secondary melodies - you know, all the "other stuff" 
to put in your song besides your main melody. This is a "get 'er done" style of showing you song and theme 
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construction. Practical application and real world advice replace the typical "music theory" which leaves you debating 
on what to do in the end. And here's my favorite part. This author does not assume that jazz is the only style of music 
in existence, like almost every other book I have on the subject.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A 
Great Resource!By C. ClayCacavas has written a practical, straightforward and well-organized resource book. Having 
been a middle school band director/lesson teacher for over 25 years, I appreciated his sound advice on tricks of the 
trade as well as the do's and don'ts of composing and arranging. I found the theory applications to be pretty basic and 
very understandable. However, if you haven't had formal instruction in music theory you may find this confusing and 
difficult to understand. Altogether this is a great read and a great addition to your music library.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Good BOOK!By David SGood book for a library.

John Cacavas has written an extensive book on the techniques of composing, orchestrating and arranging. Includes 
chapters on each section of the band and orchestra, voicing techniques as well as special chapters on concert band 
writing, choral writing, electronic applications and writing for film and television.


