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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Arthurian Name 
Dictionary (Garland Reference Library of the Humanities): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A fantastic resourceBy H. M. WisemanChristopher Bruce has done 
the almost impossible --- an encyclopaedia (calling it a dictionary does not do it justice) of names of people, places 
and objects from all the Arthurian traditions up to Tennyson. The information I found in it significantly shaped my 
work of Arthurian fiction (or, rather, quasihistory), _Then Arthur Fought_. To give just one example of many, I 
wanted to include the Brittonic colony of Britonia, in Galicia, in my quasihistory. The entry for "Spain" in the 
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Arthurian Name Dictionary summarises the true condition of Spain in the Arthurian period, its appearance in the 
chronicle tradition, and then has a short paragraph on an obscure Icelandic Saga of Tristan and Isolde in which Spain 
plays a very prominent role. This last turned out to suit very well my purposes.1 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Bravo from Green Knight Publishing!By Peter CorlessChristopher Bruce's encyclopaedic work is a 
magnificent compendium of all of the major 6th to 19th century Arthurian sources.As a publisher of books and games 
based on the original Arthurian sources, I have turned to this book not as my 'Bible', but as a sort of 'Bible 
Concordance'. Which stories can I find Percival (or his many alternative names) occurring in?I found this book to be 
worth ten, if not a hundred times its cover price in terms of compiling years of research into a single treasury of 
Arthurian knowledge.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Magnifique!By A CustomerAs an avid 
Arthurian reader, I am amazed at the completeness of this wonderful reference. Nowhere have I ever seen such a valid 
and thorough resource. My son has loaned me his copy but I am looking forward to adding one of my own to my 
library. It is hard to believe that anyone could compile such a great volume so masterfully! Bravo, Mr. Bruce!

This text presents a comprehensive dictionary of characters, places, objects and themes found in the legends of King 
Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table. Information is drawn from significant Arthurian sources between Gildas's 
"De Excidio Britanniae" (c.540) and Tennyson's 19th-century "Idylls of the King". The book contains names extracted 
from over 250 original Arthurian texts and includes information on characters such as Lancelot and Gawain, places 
such as Camelot and Camlann, objects such as Excalibur and the Holy Grail and themes such as the Sword in the 
Stone and the beheading game. Each entry provides a description of the name, including possible origins or historical 
basis of the name, and major characters and themes are discussed extensively and their evolution through the series of 
texts is traced.

From Library JournalGrade 9 Up-Serious students of the Arthurian legends will find this a useful and informative 
resource. More than 5000 alphabetical entries include the people, places, items, and themes found in Arthurian 
literature written between the 6th and 19th centuries. The text goes beyond simple definitions, incorporating 
background on how individuals fit into a particular legend and/or their evolution as characters in the stories. 
Significant figures such as Guinevere and Merlin warrant several pages. While alternate spellings or names follow the 
main entries, they are not cross-referenced and there is no name index. A "Source Index" consists of an annotated 
listing of the hundreds of resources from which the editor drew his material. While some readers may find more detail 
here than they want, enthusiasts will find that they have tapped into a wellspring of information.Cheri Estes, Detroit 
Country Day School Middle School, Beverly Hills, MI Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.From 
BooklistThe legend of King Arthur and his knights and ladies has been around for more than a millennium. It probably 
began in the Dark Ages in Wales, as oral tales passed down through the years. Then it was picked up by the English, 
transmitted to Europe, and returned to England to be codified by Sir Thomas Malory. Meanwhile, Arthur had found a 
new best friend (Lancelot), a quest (the Holy Grail), and a place to live (Camelot). The Arthurian legend is best 
described as an amalgam of many writers' ideas, plots, themes, characters, and motifs.To comb through 1,500 years of 
Arthuriana and find every name associated with it is a considerable task that Bruce has accomplished admirably. The 
extremely invaluable New Arthurian Encyclopedia (Garland, 1996) provides only 90 names (by design, it should be 
noted), whereas this volume has more than 5,600. It makes for both a fascinating read and a very useful reference tool. 
The work consists mostly of names of major and minor characters (Arthur, Gwythyr, Tristan, Petipace of Winchelsea), 
but there are also references to places, events, and things. The author has wisely made his cutoff with Tennyson's The 
Idylls of the King (1859^-1886) or the volume would be twice as long because of the current proliferation of 
Arthuriana. Each entry is listed alphabetically and depending on the subject can be very short or quite long. The entry 
on Arthur is nine pages long. It looks first at his historicity and how the legend around him developed. Then it notes 
what the texts say about the dates of his reign, how they portray his character, what insignia he carried, and where his 
grave is located. Entries are fully cross-referenced with the excellent appendix on sources that lists not only author, 
title, and date but provides brief descriptions, some keywords, and a note on the text that was used. This is a very 
useful work that most large public and academic libraries should have. ...extremely invaluable...a fascinating read and 
a very useful reference tool...that most large and public libraries should have.Reference Books BulletinSerious 
students of the Arthurian legends will find this a useful and informative resource.School Library Journal...a valuable 
tool for study and enjoyment of an already-essential myth of our cilivization and greatly to be recommended to 
individual readers and libraries alike..Arthuriana, January 2000An excellent companion to The New Arthurian 
Encyclopedia.... It includes all the characters and places; for the major Arthurian texts, the work is 
comprehensive.Booklist/RBB, June 1 15, 2004Even experienced students of Arthurian literature will find plenty of 
new discoveries in Bruce's dictionary. Here the unbelievably wide world of Arthurian romance that William Caxton 
marveled at in 1483 is itemized in fascinating, specific detail. The book should be a gold mine for future Arthurian 
novelists as well as treasure for the inquisitive scholar.Jennifer R. Goodman, Texas AM University, Speculum, April 
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