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From W. W. Norton Company : The Book of Love  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Book of Love: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A great collection, although a bit thickBy JETThis book provides a 
great collection of love-related essays, poems, and stories, as well as book excerpts. I tried, mistakenly, to read this 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0393045897


book from cover to cover and got too bogged down. I think it is great for a reference (I used it to find one of the 
readings for my civil ceremony wedding), and great to pick up every now and then, open it randomly, and start 
reading. But, don't try to read it beginning to end!3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Win points with 
your Valentine with this one!By DC HolmHomework was done on this book, an anthology of some of history's best 
poets and thinkers on Love. Diane Ackerman starts off in the Intro with the age-old question ~What Is Love~ She 
writes, "It feels like hunger pains, and we use the same word. Pang." Nice to keep in your reception area, or great for 
the romantics on your list. Highly recommended anytime but makes a great Valentine's Day gift.9 of 9 people found 
the following review helpful. For those who love love.By A CustomerThis is a delightful collection, containing both 
the arcane and well-known classics. If I could send one book free to everyone I know, this would be the one.

Culled from love letters, poetry, fiction, personal essays, and memoirs, this lavish and fascinating anthology celebrates 
humankind's grandest pastime and obsession: love. How do we define love? "It feels like hunger pains, and we use the 
same word. Pang. Perhaps this is why Cupid is depicted with a quiver of arrows, because love feels at times like being 
pierced in the chest. It is a wholesome violence. . . . People search for love as if it were a city lost beneath the desert 
dunes, where pleasure is the law, the streets are lined with brocade cushions, and the sun never sets." So writes Diane 
Ackerman in her insightful introduction. Here is a panorama of fine writing about love's many moods and majesties, 
from all the veils of flirtation, seduction, and marriage to the tempests of suspicion, jealousy, and heartache. Here is a 
treasury of more than two hundred selections from Andrew Marvell's "To His Coy Mistress" to Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning's "How Do I Love Thee?" There are excerpts from Romeo and Juliet, Madame Bovary, Justine, The 
Odyssey, Lady Chatterley's Lover, as well as the letters from Baudelaire to Sabatier, George Eliot to Herbert Spencer, 
and Henry Miller to Anais Nin. General readers and scholars alike will delight in this anthology's mix of the 
contemporary and the classic.

.com A celebration of love and its "many moods and majesties, from all the veils of flirtation, seduction, and marriage 
to the tempests of suspicions, jealousy, and heartache," The Book of Love gathers together some 200 contemporary 
and classic selections of fiction, poetry, personal essays, love letters, and memories. Included in this extravagant 
anthology are the works of Shakespeare, Baudelaire, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, and William Blake. The perfect gift 
for those in love with love.From Library JournalDesigned as a gift book, this comprehensive anthology of love 
defined, presented, examined, and detailed for the general reader is expressly crafted to reflect the most salient 
literature on the topic. Begining with a good overview of early and classic writings, the work proceeds in roughly 
chronological order through Sophocles, Leo Tolstoy, Thomas Hardy, Henry Miller, and Anais Nin to the most 
contemporary writers, presenting powerful passages that have shaped history, altered personalities, calmed monsters, 
consoled the forlorn, and fueled national scandals. Fiction, poetry, essays, memoirs, and letters are all included, but the 
editors, noted poet/naturalist Ackerman and novelist Mackin (Dreams of Empire, Kensington, 1996), have kept the 
focus tight, creating a well-conceived volume that deserves the attention of all readers.?Richard K. Burns, Hatboro, 
Pa.Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc. Beija-flor (hummingbird) by Diane Ackerman Ode To The Alien 
by Diane Ackerman Zoe by Diane Ackerman Ghazal (2) by Agha Shahid Ali Another Beginning by Marjorie 
Appleman Love by Marjorie Appleman A Priest Forever by Philip Appleman Dover Beach by Matthew Arnold A 
Blessing In Disguise by John Ashbery Just Walking Around by John Ashbery Lullaby by Wystan Hugh Auden His 
Reply by John Balaban The Poet's Wife Sends Him A Poem by Lonnie Balaban To My Mother by George Barker 
Cascando by Samuel Beckett The Last Thing I Say by Marvin Bell Sounds Of The Resurrected Dead Man's Footsteps 
#9: 1. Bracelet ... by Marvin Bell Sounds Of The Resurrected Dead Man's Footsteps #9: 2. Soup Toast ... by Marvin 
Bell Air And Fire by Wendell Berry The Country Of Marriage by Wendell Berry The Dream Songs: 4 by John 
Berryman Without by Jill Bialosky I Am The Rose Of Sharon, The Lily Of The Valleys by Bible Song by William 
Blake Listening To The Koln Concert by Robert Bly A Third Body by Robert Bly To My Dear And Loving Husband 
by Anne Bradstreet Sonnets From The Portuguese: 13 by Elizabeth Barrett Browning Sonnets From The Portuguese: 
43 by Elizabeth Barrett Browning The Lost Mistress by Robert Browning Meeting At Night by Robert Browning The 
Banks O' Doon by Robert Burns Sweet Afton by Robert Burns She Walks In Beauty by George Gordon Byron We'll 
Go No More A-roving by George Gordon Byron When We Two Parted by George Gordon Byron Mediocrity In Love 
Rejected by Thomas Carew Secrecy Protested by Thomas Carew No Platonic Love by William Cartwright Let Us 
Live And Love by Gaius (caius) Valerius Catullus Country Music by Siv Cedering Crossing The Sound By Ferry One 
Night During The Gulf War by Siv Cedering Ukiyo-e by Siv Cedering Rice Wine by Nicholas Christopher Sleep by 
Nicholas Christopher Men Marry What They Need by John Ciardi First Love by John Clare Desire by Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge Love by Samuel Taylor Coleridge Anacreon, Sels. by Abraham Cowley No Thanks: 61 by Edward Estlin 
Cummings Sonnets - Actualities: 19 by Edward Estlin Cummings Sonnets - Actualities: 24 by Edward Estlin 
Cummings W (viva): 52 by Edward Estlin Cummings I Cannot Live With You by Emily Dickinson It's Such A Little 
Thing To Weep by Emily Dickinson The Lovers by Emily Dickinson Parting by Emily Dickinson Wild Nights! Wild 
Nights! by Emily Dickinson The Ecstasy [extasie] by John Donne The Flea by John Donne Song by John Donne The 



Sun Rising by John Donne His Shirt by Rita Dove A Dedication To My Wife by Thomas Stearns Eliot On Monsieur's 
Departure by Elizabeth I Give All To Love by Ralph Waldo Emerson Love 20 Cents The First Quarter Mile by 
Kenneth Fearing Lesser Epistles: To A Young Lady With Some Lampreys by John Gay 6/16/94 by John Gill 
Happiness by Louise Gluck The White Lilies by Louise Gluck Seriema Song by Albert Goldbarth The Two Parts Of 
The Day Are by Albert Goldbarth Aubade by Laurence Goldstein Eros In Long Beach by Laurence Goldstein Studies 
In Secrecy by Jorie Graham Ode 147 by Hafiz Of Shiraz Ode 173 by Hafiz Of Shiraz Gold by Donald Hall Weeds 
And Peonies by Donald Hall Neutral Tones by Thomas Hardy Crossing Over by Richard Harteis Einsteinian Love by 
Richard Harteis Star Trek Iii by Richard Harteis Winter Lesson by Richard Harteis A Birthday Poem by Anthony 
Hecht Peripeteia by Anthony Hecht Love (3) by George Herbert Be My Mistress Short Or Tall by Robert Herrick 
Delight In Disorder by Robert Herrick Kisses Loathsome by Robert Herrick To The Virgins, To Make Much Of Time 
by Robert Herrick Upon Julia's Clothes by Robert Herrick The Vine by Robert Herrick On Sharing A Husband by Ho 
Xuan Huong How It Grows by Roald Hoffman Nothing by Linda Hogan The Origins Of Corn by Linda Hogan Heat 
Of Snow by John Hollander White Above Green by John Hollander The Odyssey: Calypso Bids Ulysses Depart by 
Homer The Odyssey: Ulysses Returns To Penelope by Homer A Restless Night by Garrett Kaoru Hongo At The 
Wedding March by Gerard Manley Hopkins A Shropshire Lad: 13 by Alfred Edward Housman L'invitation Au 
Voyage by Richard Howard The Lover Showeth Wherefore He Is Abandoned Of The Beloved He Sometime by 
Richard Howard Jenny Kissed Me by James Henry Leigh Hunt Leaving The Door Open: 45 by David Ignatow The 
Principle by David Ignatow The Edge by Josephine Jacobsen It Is The Season by Josephine Jacobsen The Wind In 
The Sunporch by Josephine Jacobsen Fisherman's Wife by Phyllis Janowitz Reunion With Jake At Still Pond Creek by 
Phyllis Janowitz Granddaughter by Robinson Jeffers Because I Never Learned The Names Of Flowers by Roderick 
Hartigh Jellema Note To Marina Marquez Of El Paso, Who Sublet My Apartment .. Summer by Roderick Hartigh 
Jellema Sentient by Erica Mann Jong We Learned by Erica Mann Jong Song: To Celia by Ben Jonson On An 
Anniversary by Donald Justice Women In Love by Donald Justice O Love, Thy Hair! by Kamal Ad-din Isfahani 
Modern Love by John Keats Sonnet: To Fanny by John Keats Rapture by Galway Kinnell Telephoning In Mexican 
Sunlight by Galway Kinnell The Gift by Carolyn Kizer The Light by Carolyn Kizer Relearning The Language Of 
April by Maxine W. Kumin We Are by Maxine W. Kumin February 14th by Philip Levine In The Dark by Philip 
Levine For My Wife by Liu Hsiao-wei The Passionate Shepherd To His Love by Christopher Marlowe The Definition 
Of Love by Andrew Marvell To His Coy Mistress by Andrew Marvell The Cloister by William Matthews Cooking 
For C by William Matthews Lancelot With Bicycle by Phyllis Mcginley Dry Time by Heather Mchugh Untitled by 
Heather Mchugh Crossing Over by William Meredith The Ghosts Of The House by William Meredith Poem by 
William Meredith Before Us by William Stanley Merwin Late Spring by William Stanley Merwin Sonnet: 98. Fatal 
Interview: 30 by Edna St. Vincent Millay 'what Lips My Lips Have Kissed' by Edna St. Vincent Millay Love Refines 
by John Milton Public Love by Joyce Carol Oates You/your by Joyce Carol Oates My Love by Ono No Yoshiki Late 
Love Songs: 1. Clerestory by Linda Pastan Late Love Songs: 2. March Haiku by Linda Pastan Late Love Songs: 3. 
Floodplain by Linda Pastan Late Love Songs: 4. Envoi by Linda Pastan Wildflowers by Linda Pastan Sonet 224 by 
Petrarch The Time Of Year, The Time Of Day by Robert Pinsky The Want Bone by Robert Pinsky Annabel Lee by 
Edgar Allan Poe To Helen (1) by Edgar Allan Poe Elegy: 5 by Publius Ovidius Naso To His Mistress by Publius 
Ovidius Naso The Aeneid: Book 4. Dido Burns For Aeneas by Publius Vergilius Maro The Aeneid: Book 4. Love And 
The Creatures by Publius Vergilius Maro The Nymph's Reply To The Shepherd by Walter Raleigh Greensleeves by 
Clement Robinson I Knew A Woman by Theodore Roethke The Hummingbird: A Seduction by Pattiann Rogers Love 
Song by Pattiann Rogers Sonnet 27 by Sappho The Ballad Of The Lonely Masturbator by Anne Sexton Balcony 
Scene, Fr. Romeo And Juliet by William Shakespeare Barge by William Shakespeare Forgiveness by William 
Shakespeare Sonnet: 116 by William Shakespeare Sonnet: 130 by William Shakespeare Sonnet: 138 by William 
Shakespeare Sonnet: 18 by William Shakespeare Sonnet: 29 by William Shakespeare Love's Philosophy by Percy 
Bysshe Shelley Heart Exchange by Philip Sidney At The Cookout by Charles Simic Marked Playing Cards by Charles 
Simic Birch by Louis Simpson Dvonnya by Louis Simpson Cross-legg'd by Gary Snyder Antigone: Aphrodite by 
Sophocles Daybreak by Stephen Spender Both Of Them Were Sixty-five by Gerald Stern June First by Gerald Stern 
The Coming Of Light by Mark Strand Our Masterpiece Is The Private Life: 1 by Mark Strand Our Masterpiece Is The 
Private Life: 2 by Mark Strand Our Masterpiece Is The Private Life: 3 by Mark Strand In Love Made Visible by May 
Swenson Before Parting by Algernon Charles Swinburne A Dangerous Adventure (2) by James Tate My Felisberto by 
James Tate Barter by Sara Teasdale Summer Night by Alfred Tennyson If I Were Tickled By The Rub Of Love by 
Dylan Thomas The Posture by Titus Lucretius Carus Keeping Endless Holiday by Titus Petronius Niger Drifting 
Duckweed by Ts'ao Chih Sorrow, In Seven by Ts'ao Chih Restless Night by Tu Fu Barbara Allen by Anonymous 
Charm To Quell A Rival by Anonymous The Crossing, Sels. by Anonymous Stand Fast, O My Heart by Anonymous 
Report Of Health by John Updike Earth Tremors Felt In Missouri by Mona Van Duyn Late Loving by Mona Van 
Duyn At The Mouth Of A Creek by David Wagoner A Woman Photographing Holsteins by David Wagoner From 
Pent-up Aching Rivers by Walt Whitman Press Close Bare-bosom'd Night by Walt Whitman We Two Boys Together 
Clinging by Walt Whitman When I Heard At The Close Of The Day by Walt Whitman Dreamland by Dara Wier Nude 



Descending A Staircase by Dara Wier For C. by Richard Wilbur The Writer by Richard Wilbur In The Gold Room by 
Oscar Wilde The Imperfect Enjoyment by John Wilmot Written In Lady's Prayer Book by John Wilmot The Cottager 
To Her Infant by William Wordsworth Perfect Woman by William Wordsworth A Blessing by James Wright To The 
Muse by James Wright The Lover Showeth How He Is Forsaken by Thomas Wyatt A Drinking Song by William 
Butler Yeats When You Are Old by William Butler Yeats -- Table of Poems from Poem FinderFew books offer as 
much pleasure on virtually every page (all 800 of them!) as "The Book of Love." -- Parade Magazine, 15 February 
1998 


