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Elizabeth McCallum, Jane Scott : The Book Tree: A Christian Reference for Children's Literature  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Book Tree: A Christian 
Reference for Children's Literature: 

18 of 19 people found the following review helpful. Correcting a misconceptionBy DachsieloverI have not yet had a 
chance to drink as deeply of this book as I intend to, but I was alarmed at a misconception which I read in a previous 
review. My second edition copy DOES contain all books listed alphabetically by title, but it ALSO contains 3 other 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1885767714


lists. There is an alphabetical list of author's names (by last name first), an alphabetical list of illustrators (last name 
first), and even an alphabetical list of book subjects (under which the books are listed alphabetically by title). Surely 
the previous reader's review was in error or possibly they do not have the second edition. I organize my books 
alphabetically but sometimes by age group and then alphabetically so I would think any reader of this book could find 
one of the lists extremely useful. So far, I heartily concur with the mother and daughter team who wrote the book: 
there is much that is distasteful and just plain mean in modern books. As Westerners we have such a rich heritage of 
children's books that it is a true shame to bypass the tried and true for the latest fad. I could see this book having been a 
great help to me while I was homeschooling my kids, but I still plan to enjoy the new treasures it leads me to. In my 
homeschool I tried to strike a balance between fiction and nonfiction, between old and new, between hopeful and 
despairing (wanting to let my kids know of the great despair that exists in these days). Always I looked for the best of 
the best--the best writing, the best illustrations, the most human and spiritual of themes.Like the authors I too am 
guided by the Apostle Paul's recommendation to seek out what is "true, honest, just, pure, lovely and of good 
reputation ("good report")" and to "think on these things." I am definitely not one to believe that we should dump all 
the wrongs of adult humanity onto children at too young an age. There is a need among the young for sweetness and 
light. However, as children grow they do need to be exposed to more of the ways of this troubled world. These book 
lists will help you protect your child as a young seedling and then help them mature into adults who want what is right 
and are willing to fight for it (in appropriate ways).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
BrittanyExcellent resource for children's literature.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Take it with you 
to the libraryBy MoonsongI bought this for my daughter to use with my grandchildren, ages 5, 7, and 9, after I met the 
author at our church. It sounded like a great reference book to have for choosing books to read with the children. So I 
ordered it from . When she received it, she sent me an email to tell me that she already had it, loved it, and took it to 
the library with them to help in choosing books. She had been using it for two years. So instead of returning it, I gave 
it to a friend to help her in choosing books for her children. It is an excellent book.

Literary affections naturally give way to literary habits. Families who love to read will find the time to readthe 
distractions of life are simply crowded out .... Such families invariably become inveterate and unapologetic list 
makers. There are lists of books that must be read. There are lists of books that must be reread. There are lists of books 
that must be read by others. This book will most certainly appeal to that breed apart. It will sate even the most 
inveterate of list makers. How appropriate that a mother and her daughterElizabeth McCallum and Jane Scottshould 
have given us such a delectable treat. They have provided a guide to the best of children's literature serviceable for 
both veteran reading families and those just beginning their great journey of the imagination. I think you'll find that 
their accurate descriptions, careful recommendations, and cogent insights will prove to be as delightful as it will be 
invaluable in your own family. George Grant, from the foreword

How appropriate that a mother and her daughter should have given us such a delectable treat. -- George Grant, from 
the foreward This is a timely and welcome resource. The authors have done our homework for us... -- Susan Hunt, 
author of "Heirs of the Covenant"About the AuthorThe authors are a mother-daughter team. Elizabeth McCallum 
Marlow (M.A. English, University of Houston) has taught English literature for thirty-five years at the high school and 
college level. Elizabeth conducts seminars for teachers and parents on various subjects relating to literature and the 
English curriculum. She is currently writing a series of five textbooks entitled Teaching and Understanding Classical 
Literaturedesigned to help English teachers and home school mothers teach literature. The manuscript covers teaching 
techniques and material for classroom settings for grades 9, 10, 11, 12, and AP Literature. The intended audience 
includes public and private school teachers, home schoolers, and anyone else interested in a review of classical 
literature. It is detailed enough that it could be incorporated in a college literature circulum.Jane Scott (B.A. English, 
Covenant College) currently works as independent writer and editorial consultant. 


