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David Crystal : The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and al praised The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good Introduction to Linguistics, Overall, and the Development of
the English Language, in ParticularBy RangerDougGood introduction to linguistics, overall, and the study of the
English Language, in particular. Crystal covers the development of human language, starting with the sound producing
organs and the range of sounds that humans can make, then goes into the development of the language(s) of Great
Britain starting with the earliest known inhabitants, progressing through successive invasions, mass borrowings as
England became the world's pre-eminent power, and then the continuing development of English as a universal
language for science, business and general use as a "high status' language. He also devotes a good amount of space to
exploring dialects, accents, pidgins and creole languages. As he notes, alinguist does not judge whether a particular
usageis "correct." Rather, the linguist merely studies and reports on how a language is being used by its speakers.0 of
0 people found the following review helpful. Must-read before doing tech writingBy Laura D.Writers can't learn


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521559677

enough about global English. Thisisagood reference, too.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Many
hours of enjoyable browsingBy Pen NameMany hours of enjoyable browsing await you. If you have alove of the
English language and curiosity about its peculiarities,you will find it fascinating, even if you too occasionally mangle
the language!

This Second Edition of The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language presents a mass of hew information and introduces
the subject of language to a fresh generation of students and general readers. Probably the most successful general
study of language ever published, The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language covers all the major themes of language
study, including popular ideas about language, language and identity, the structure of language, speaking and listening,
writing, reading, and signing, language acquisition, the neurological basis of language, and languages of the world.
Exposing this work to a new generation of readers, the Second Edition extends the range of coverage to include
advances in areas such as machine transl ation, speech interaction with machines, and language teaching. Thereis new
material on acoustics, physiological concepts of language, and World English, and a complete update of the language
distribution maps, language-speaking statistics, table of the world's languages, and further reading. All geopolitical
material has been revised to take account of boundary changes. The book has been redesigned and is presented for the
first timein full color, with new pictures and maps added.

.com The most diverse, enjoyable, and thought-provoking encyclopedia on language. Though not an alphabetical
encyclopedia, the coverage of the 65 thematic chapters is encyclopedic--ideal for anyone interested in words, speech,
writing, and thought, and certain to be a continual point of reference for any writer for yearsto come. Very Highly
Recommended.From Library Journal Thisis a collection of concise and readable essays on the many subfields of
linguistics, ranging from the invention of the alphabet to the Kurzweil Reading Machine and covering both theoretical
and applied approaches to the subject. Numerous illustrations and charts make the text more vivid, and a glossary, a
table of the world's languages, and several indexes make it eminently usable. Respected British linguist Crystal has
done an admirable job of condensing information from many specialized fieldsinto aform that will be intelligible to
lay readers as well aslinguists. Useful for public as well as academic libraries. Catherine V. von Schon, SUNY at
Stony Brook Lib.Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc. "...atreasure trove to language lovers." Robert
MacNeil"Investigates every conceivable corner of the world of language." The Christian Science
Monitor"...remarkably accessible...the writing is plain and non-technical..." Toronto Globe and Mail"The quantity and
quality of included information is amazing. Composed by an individual, thisis a truly unique and monumental
reference work." American Reference Books Annual"The book is overwhelming yet inviting; the information ranges
from the most basic to the very technical. Even the casual browser couldn't help but be fascinated by the sheer scope of
the book and intrigued with the diversity of its subject matter.” Elaine R. Goldberg, Kliatt"The most diverse,
enjoyable, and thought-provoking encyclopedia on language....ideal for anyone interested in words, speech, writing,
and thought, and certain to be a continual point of reference for any writer for years to come. Very highly
recommended.” .Com Books



