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Michael Hardwick, Molly Hardwick : The Charles Dickens Encyclopedia  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Charles Dickens Encyclopedia: 

An encyclopedia on Dickens's life and work, including a catalogue of characters, an outline of the plot of each book 
and an inventory of places and buildings. An account is given of his family and friends, together with original 
drawings from the novels.
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