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From University Of Chicago Press: The Child: An Encyclopedic Companion before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Child: An Encyclopedic Companion:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Child: An Encyclopedic CompanionBy lindaVery detailed
information about a variety of subjects related to children and their upbringing. Comprehensive but not all issues that
parents may have questions about are covered such as potty training.The book is not your typical "go to for how to do
something" to answer typical questions found in parenting magazines and other books on child rearing. It is more
related to childcare in broader terms and presents information in order to have a better understanding and foundation
of issues related to the upbringing and caring of children from a cultura perspective.14 of 14 people found the
following review helpful. An Excellent SourcebookBy Sandy JonesThis gigantic and comprehensive volume (1105
pages) makes for great reading on just about any childhood topic that could possibly be of interest. It contains 500 up-
to-date articles, 2 to 3+ pages long, of summarized overviews on child development, psychology, common pediatric
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medical and legal issues written by expertsin their fields. There are also biographies of leading childhood researchers
and theorists from the past as well as intriguing insights into children'slivesin other cultures. Thetopicsarein A-Z
format. Samples: The entry on "Advertising" is co-authored by Dr. Richard Harris of the Dept. of Psychology at
Kansas State. It covers children's understanding of advertising and the ploys that advertisers use to appeal to children.
"Ear Infections" iswritten by Dr. Jack Paradise of the Department of Pediatrics, the University of Pittsburgh School of
Medicine and summarizes causes, treatment, and complications. "Artistic Development" shows examples of how
children's art changes over time and is written by Dr. Maxine Greene of the Teachers College of Columbia University.
My thought is that this volume would be a useful reference for public and university libraries. | personally likeit for its
quick overviews from experts points of view on current topics. My only complaint is that the sheer heft of the
volume(like an unabridged dictionary)makes it cumbersome to manage, but it's been an intriguing way to sample
current thought.

The Child: An Encyclopedic Companion offers both parents and professional's access to the best scholarship from al
areas of child studiesin aremarkable one-volume reference.Bringing together contemporary research on children and
childhood from pediatrics, child psychology, childhood studies, education, sociology, history, law, anthropology, and
other related areas, The Child contains more than 500 articlesall written by expertsin their fields and overseen by a
panel of distinguished editors led by anthropologist Richard A. Shweder. Each entry provides a concise and accessible
synopsis of the topic at hand. For example, the entry Adoption begins with a general definition, followed by a detailed
look at adoption in different cultures and at different times, a summary of the associated mental and developmental
issues that can arise, and an overview of applicable legal and public policy.While presenting certain universal facts
about childrens development from birth through adolescence, the entries also address the many worlds of childhood
both within the United States and around the globe. They consider the ways that in which race, ethnicity, gender,
socioeconomic status, and cultural traditions of child rearing can affect childrens experiences of physical and mental
health, education, and family. Alongside the topical entries, The Child includes more than forty Imagining Each Other
essay's, which focus on the particular experiences of children in different cultures. In Work before Play for Y ucatec
Maya Children, for example, readers learn of the work responsibilities of some modern-day Mexican children, while
in A Hindu Brahman Boy Is Born Again, they witness a coming-of-age ritual in contemporary India.Compiled by
some of the most distinguished child development researchers in the world, The Child will broaden the current scope
of knowledge on children and childhood. It is an unparalleled resource for parents, social workers, researchers,
educators, and others who work with children.

"Although the mind of a child remains an enigma even to those who spend a lifetime studying it, much has been
discovered through scientific research and observation. Bringing together the latest findings on children and childhood
from pediatrics, psychology, anthropology, and other related fields, The Child comprises over 500 articles on
children's development from birth through adolescence, considering the ways in which race, ethnicity, gender, and
cultural traditions affect children's experiences of physical and mental health. This resource will be of great interest to
parents, social workers, researchers, educators, and anyone else who works with children."



