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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Product - Exceptional. Shipping - Still problematic.By
ResearcherThe volumes are exceptional; I've waited two decades to purchase this set. (My wife made the wait slightly
more palatable by giving me the compact version several years ago.)l also appreciate 's decision to start shipping this
by means of a special carrier; it weighs 140 pounds. There have been a number of reviews that suggested there has
been a problem shipping this product complete or undamaged. However...(Sigh...) Somebody on aforklift got little too
close to the side of the box in which this set was shipped. As aresult, Volumes 10, 12 and 18 have gashes though the
dust jackets and the covers are gouged. (I'm about to find out just how good 's ability to replace parts of a set
is...)Perhaps could recommend to their vendor that placing this set in areinforced box or a crate would be a good idea.
After al, thisis such aunique item that it is going to become, in anyone's home, afamily heirloom.4 of 4 people found
the following review helpful. An Essential Addition to every Bibliophile's Personal Library!By BibliophileAcquiring
this book islike along-cherished dream come true! Y ou cannot but marvel at this awe-inspiring compendium of
English words.| am still reading the rather elaborate introductory pages so that | can appreciate this awesome book
better and also make the fullest possible use of it.If you are an ambitious writer, ajournalist, a voracious reader or
simply alover of English words, you just cannot do without this book! The only complaint is that the shipping was
delayed alittle (though | had opted for the expedited option); it took about 15 days to receive the 20-volume set. (I had
also asked for the 3-volume Additions Series which | received in exactly 3 days and in excellent condition too.)Buit |
must say that compensated me and also promptly responded to all my queries. Also the books were in such excellent
condition. Herein India, even if | purchase new books from the biggest bookshops, | rarely receive books that are in
such excellent condition. The books were also packed with meticulous care and still retained the fresh crisp smell of
new pages and printing ink! What more can a bibliophile ask for?!6 of 6 people found the following review helpful.
PerfectBy Stephen CookeWhat can | possibly add to what has gone before me? Not for everyone, this incredible tome
(or, rather, TWENTY of them!) isaweighty reminder of the turbulent and varied history of the English language.
Actually, it ISfor everyone. One soon gets lost in the story; each page providing splendid new wonders, and forgotten
comforting vistas. How did | live without it?October 2010: a few weeks ago | noticed an issue with Vol 3 - pages 890
and 892 were blank. After some to-ing and fro-ing with Oxford University Press (OUP), | was sent areprinted copy of
Vol 3, thistime with all pages printed! Customer support with OUP was fantastic. OUP did acknowledge thereis an
issue with Vol 3 in some of the printings, and that they intend replacing al faulty copies. So, check val. 3!

Note: For thisISBN, kindly use the magnifying glass which is provided along with the book.When the twenty-volume
Oxford English Dictionary, Second Edition, appeared years ago, the public response was extraordinary. The AP and
UPI announced publication over their newswires. Time and Newsweek ran full-page articles. The New Y orker
published an extensive essay. Virtualy every major paper in American and in Great Britain covered the event. And
from every corner, the praise was lavish. Time called it "a scholarly Everest." Newsweek, "a celebration of language.”
And Herbert Mitgang, in The New Y ork Times, called the new OED "the last word on words" and "the arbiter of the
English language as it is read and spoken all over the world." Now comes the Compact Edition of OED II, which
captures al the wealth of scholarship found in the original edition in just one volume. The Compact isnot an
abridgement, but a direct photoreduction of the entire 20-volume set, with nine pages of the original on every nine-by-
twelve page of the Compact (a magnifying glass comes with it). Asin the Second Edition, the Compact combinesin
one alphabetical sequence the sixteen volumes of the first OED and the four Supplements--plus an extra five thousand
new words to bring this monumental dictionary completely up to date. And it is monumental, with definitions of
500,000 words, 290,000 main entries, 137,000 pronunciations, 249,300 etymologies, 577,000 cross-references, and
over 2,412,000 illustrative quotations. But as large asit is, perhaps its most important feature isits historical focus.
The OED records not only words and meanings currently in use but also those that have long been considered
obsolete. Moreover, under each definition of aword is a chronologically arranged group of quotations that illustrate
the word's usage down through the years, beginning with its earliest known appearance. The result is a dictionary that
offers unique insight into the way our language has, over the centuries, grown, changed, and been put to use. More
than 100 yearsin the making, The Oxford English Dictionary is now universally acknowledged as the world's greatest
dictionary--the supreme arbiter on the usage and meaning of English words, afascinating guide to the history and
evolution of the language, and one of the greatest works of scholarship ever produced. The Washington Post has
written that "no one who reads or writes seriously can be without the OED." Now with the Compact, the world's
greatest dictionary iswithin the reach of anyone who wants one.

.com Proper words in their proper places--and a good many improper ones, too! If the OED's many obsolete
definitions tend to be the most enjoyable--shuff is dialect for "shy," dolt was once upon atime averb as well, meaning
"to befool"--everyday idiosyncrasies still abound. But, for instance, occupies nine columns of text, and who would
wish asingle line away? There's also the sublime pleasure of trawling through the sea of relevant quotations. The
OED'sinitial team of "voluntary readers" was asked to cite as many phrases as possible for both archaic and ordinary
terms. None seems to have found this remotely arduous, and we now reap the ubiquitous ("present or appearing



everywhere; omnipresent”) rewards. This huge venture is alabor of lore, love, and good humor. One caveat: If you
skip over the Historical Introduction, you'll miss learning about the Unregistered Words Committee, and overlook the
wry warning, "If thereis any truth in the old Greek maxim that alarge book isagreat evil, English dictionaries have
been steadily growing worse ever since their inception...." From the reviews of the Second Edition of The Oxford
English Dictionary: "The gigantic total picture of the English language...an epic achievement." Anthony Burgess,
Observer'The greatest dictionary in any language.' Geoffrey Wheatcroft, Daily Telegraph’A stupendous achievement.'
William Golding, Evening Standard The greatest reference book ever written.! Stephen Jay Gould, Nature' A national
treasure." New Statesman and Society Has no real rival in any language.' Godfrey Smith, Sunday Times One of the
wonders of the world...the thing's atriumph.' Richard Boston, Guardian'This is the best.' Philip Howard, The
Timesone of the wonders of the modern world ... it isfun to plunge into this colossal book and be ambushed by some
unknown word or variation at the turn of every page or, in the case of the Compact edition, of every nine pages. Thisis
abook al literate people will want to give themselves for Christmas, if they cannot persuade anyone else to giveit to
them. And the OUP should be given the Nobel prize, or something better.' Illustrated London Newsvirtually
impossible to fault ... thisis simply the finest dictionary around' lan Shuttleworth, City LimitsAbout the AuthorJ. A.
Simpson worked on the Supplement to the Oxford English Dictionary and prepared the Concise Oxford Dictionary of
Proverbs. E. S. C. Weiner also served on the editorial staff of the Supplement and compiled the Oxford Guide to
English Usage.



