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Betty Kirkpatrick : The Concise Dictionary of Scottish Words and Phrases  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Concise Dictionary of Scottish Words and Phrases: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The book arrived about three weeks early which is delightful ...By 
Ted McGillThe book arrived about three weeks early which is delightful. I am enjoying this collection of new words 
and phrases as well as reminders of some I have known all my life. This book will be one I will always keep and refer 
to.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Handy little bookBy C. McgovernThis is an adoreable little book 
(it can fit in your back pocket). My parents are from Scotland and even though I was born here I have heard many of 
these words/phrases on a daily basis. I really like the way the book uses the word in a sentence as an example after 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1905102887


defining the word. It had me giggling several times. It is a quick read and there are certainly numerous more scottish 
slang words that my mom felt should have been included, but for the basics it serves it's purpose.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Aye, Laddies and LassiesBy William H WilsonA quickie course in Scottish 101

Few people who are either native speakers of English or who have learnt English as a foreign or second language visit 
Scotland with any expectations of experiencing language difficulties. For the most part, their confidence is justified, 
provided at least they stick to the traditional tourist places and pursuits. The most difficulty they are likely to 
experience is with regional variations in accent and pronunciation, and that variation is true of many countries. 
Discerning tourists may have some awareness of the fact the Highlands of Scotland have a language of their own, 
Gaelic, that is completely different from English. However, if they think about the language of lowland Scotland at all, 
they probably assume that this is more or less English with, perhaps, a few dialectal differences. In this they are quite 
wrong. Historically, Scots is not just a dialect of English. It is a separate language, being rather a cousin of English 
rather than an offshoot, both languages having their roots in Anglo-Saxon. The Scots language became different in 
several ways from English, having, for example, noticeable vocabulary differences. For example, it was subject to 
linguistic influences from other languages, such as French, which did not affect English. Scots, however, gradually 
lost ground to the language of Scotlands more powerful neighbour. This gradual process of anglicization led to Scots 
being replaced by English as the official language of Scotland. The English language then represented, as it were, the 
public voice of Scotland, and, as such, also became the chief literary language of Scotland.


