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About Pura Vida From A Long Time Resident Of Costa Rica: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. as he believed that he could live like a king for peanutsBy Michelle 
GeistFrancois Sylain moved to Costa Rica, as he believed that he could live like a king for peanuts, and would be 
surrounded by natural beauty, and eating the most wonderful, tropical delights on an unspoiled beach. Whilst some of 
his assumption were proved to be right, there were many other things that he hadn't considered. Coming from a 
privileged country, the locals assumed he had money to spare. So he was overcharged and he was robbed...maybe it 
wasn't the dream new life he thought it was. But over time he learned how to really live in Costa Rica, and to work 
well with the locals, and to live safely.It is fun and informative, and definitely gave me a few chuckles. Sylain learned 
how to love his new home and he has shared all he has learned, so others can love it too. I found the section of foreign 
aid to Costa Rica really interesting, as it provided a real insight to how it isn't always a good thing, for anyone. If Costa 
Rica is on your wish list of travel destinations, then this book should be on your reading list.4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Having lived in Costa Rica for years, author Francois ...By J. Thomas MunsonHaving lived 
in Costa Rica for years, author Francois Sylvain details life in Costa Rica. He never truly fit in as a white male, yet he 
was always thought of to be insanely wealthy. That thought it mind; many locals believed it was entirely appropriate to 
rob this gringo blind. From overpriced goods to even burglary of his homestead, all was found to be the local custom. 
However, Sylvains account of the tropical fruits abundant, the cost of living was frivolous, and more so on how to lay 
a level down to balance out the one-sided resentment towards gringos in general by using countermeasures. Think of 
this book, as a humorous yet knowledge filled guide to the tropical state of Costa Rica.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. The Darker Side of Costa RicaBy lynneThis author is a person who lived in Costa Rica for 
years. Like many people he had heard of the beauty of the country, it's beaches and mountains, the delicious tropical 
fruits that grow everywhere, and the idea that you could build a little place for yourself, or maybe add a family, and 
live on practically nothing. What he found was that many of these things were true, but that many other things were 
true as well. As a gringo, he was assumed to have lots of money - almost unlimited quantities, which made it fine for 
people to think of robbing him; in small ways such as overcharging for everything, or by coming into his home when 
he was out and taking whatever they wanted. The interesting thing is that he doesn't hate the country or its people. He 
recognizes that there are inequalities in the world and sometimes people decide to fix that. The book is largely about 
how to avoid being victimized, how to learn the rules of the game and use them to your own advantage, not to cheat 
the people of Costa Rica or be cheated by them, but simply by leveling the playing field. It is written with knowledge 
and humor, and is a very informative little book.

What is The Costa Rica No One Talks About? The Costa Rica No One Talks About is NOT about trying to sell you 
Costa Rica or depicting Costa Rica as an idyllic placethere are multiple websites and sources of information that are 
happily already doing that. It is NOT about persuading you not to visit or live in Costa Ricaalthough the information 
shared in this book may change your mind about vacationing in or retiring to Costa Rica. It is NOT about advising you 
not to invest in Costa Ricaalthough the stories told in The Costa Rica No One Talks About may convince you that its 
just too risky and not worth the headaches. It is NOT about convincing our Western governments and organizations to 
stop giving foreign aid to Costa Ricaalthough they may very well want to do so after reading this book. The Costa 
Rica No One Talks About will give you factual and useful information to help you prepare better if you are 
considering visiting, living in or investing in Costa Rica. If you are in Costa Rica as a tourist, this book will tell you 
the areas and behaviours to avoid for your safety. You will also learn a few tricks to reduce the instances where 
tourists are overcharged in hotels, restaurants or bars. If you consider moving to Costa Rica, you will discover where 
its safer to live and how to get the best deals on a property. This book will answer many of your questions related to 
your move and make it smoother. You will also learn about some of the challenges of everyday life in Costa Rica. If 
you plan to invest in Costa Rica, this book will disclose the risks inherent in doing business in Costa Rica and 
demonstrate the absolute importance of strong legal and binding contracts to protect your investment. The author also 
illustrates how the foreign aid that Costa Rica has received from Western governments and organizations for several 
decades has been detrimental to foreigners, Costa Ricans and the sustainable development of Costa Rica.


