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Graham L. Banes : The Kingfisher Encyclopedia of Life  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Kingfisher Encyclopedia of Life: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Great Christmas Gift -Highly Recommended!By Kindle 
CustomerThis book is colorful, well-designed and very informative, covering many kinds of animals the average 
reader will not recognize. Just the kind of book I would have loved as a child, and still find fascinating today, and I am 
a zoologist by profession!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great poke in the eyes of Creation 
Scientists.By AlchemystAZGreat poke in the eyes of Creation Scientists.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Not just for bigger kidsBy SarahMy 3 going on 4 year old niece got this out from the library and she is in love 
with it. I ordered it for her birthday so she has her own copy. The description says 9 years, but inquisitive youngsters 
may like it too!

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0753437678


This unique book is organised as a timeline spanning over 30,000 years. The approach taken is one of objective 
wonder and at the heart of the book is the human story: a central section looks at life expectancy among the human 
population today and historically through time, examining the many and varied factors that influence longevity.

From School Library JournalGr 3-6-Aiming to provide an "imaginative introduction to the natural world and the huge 
array of species that inhabit it," this work is a spectacular success. It focuses on 230 species (considering that 18,000 
new ones are discovered each year, we'll give them credit for selecting the most interesting), categorizing them 
according to lifespan. The chapters start with "Here today...," which includes bacteria that survive for less than an 
hour, and close with "Time Is on My Side," which mentions champions of longevity such as the Great Barrier Reef, 
portions of which are 18 million years old. Spreads focusing on a life span or on species are interspersed with features 
highlighting biodiversity, habitats, genetics, and other influences on Earth's lifeforms. The feature spreads include a 
map of the world and numbered circles that link to corresponding text. The layout of these features is sometimes more 
confusing than the other content, with the numbered text going against the natural reading direction. But this won't 
disrupt the title's Guinness Book of World Records-like appeal: it includes some truly bizarre and gross facts (a vanilla 
flavoring used in ice cream comes from the anal glands of beavers, for example). All measurements are given in 
nonmetric and metric measurements. One unifying feature woven throughout the text and the vivid color photography 
is how many species have their lifespans adversely affected by disease and human interference (or, as in the case of the 
male brown antechinus, the "stress and exhaustion of mating"). Don't let this title languish in the reference stacks. Put 
it in circulation where it can be taken home and enjoyed.-Kara Schaff Dean, Walpole Public Library, MA(c) Copyright 
2011. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.From 
BooklistThe passage of time, in both the geological and biological sense, can be difficult for children to conceptualize. 
This compelling volume seeks to clarify hard-to-visualize periods of time and put an average life span of various 
organisms into an understandable context. The book is divided into five main sections, from shortest life spans to 
longest, and includes discussion about fungi, plants, mammals, aquatic animals, and even humans. The evolution of 
primates is presented through dynamic graphics, and the text is driven by engaging, full-color photographs and maps. 
Although plenty of commonly recognized animals are included, the facts are obscure enough to be fascinating for 
older children, even science buffs. Each chapter concludes with a Did You Know? page full of fun trivia, and a 
comprehensive glossary is provided. This book is a powerful interdisciplinary resource, encompassing lessons from 
biology, geography, natural history, and the social sciences. Grades 4-8. --Erin Anderson School Library Journal 
(STARRED) 


