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David Burnie : The Kingfisher First Encyclopedia of Animals  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Kingfisher First Encyclopedia of Animals: 

From Aardvark to Zebra, the more than 450 entries in this encyclopedia cover all the animals young children are likely 
to encounter, whether in their backyards, in local zoos, or in picture books.

From BooklistThis encyclopedia for children ages 7-11 provides the young reader with more than 450 entries 
encompassing individual animal species, animal groups, and topics relating to the lives of animals (e.g., Animal 
Partnerships, Behavior, Migration, and Parental care). The animal entries are arranged from Aardvark to Zebra. Each 
entry has a short descriptive paragraph easily understood by the young researcher. Full-color illustrations are found on 
every page. In the main alphabetical sequence ten major habitats (e.g., coniferous forests, deserts) are discussed and 
illustrated on two-page spreads. Following the entries, an index references text pages, as well as illustrations (numbers 
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in italics).This encyclopedia is similar in format to The Kingfisher Illustrated Encyclopedia of Animals [RBB O 15 
92], which describes more than 2,000 animals for upper elementary school children. The Kingfisher First 
Encyclopedia is a good, simple encyclopedia on animals for the young researcher. About the AuthorDavid Burnie is 
an accomplished zoologist who was a nature reserve ranger before becoming a natural history author and editor. A 
prolific writer of many books, including several on dinosaurs, he has seen many of his titles win educational awards 
and science prizes. His titles for Kingfisher include Kingfisher Knowledge: Endangered Planet and The Kingfisher 
Illustrated Dinosaur Encyclopedia, which was nominated for the Aventis Prize for Science Books in 2002. 


