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Don B. Wilmeth : The Language of American Popular Entertainment: A Glossary of Argot, Slang, and 
Terminology  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Language of American Popular Entertainment: A Glossary of Argot, Slang, and Terminology: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. CARNIVAL OF FASCINATING ENTRIESBy R F BrownIf you're 
like me and looking for jargon related to popular theatre and Broadway then you are also running into the wrong book. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0313224978


However, despite what this glossary doesn't include it can be an excellent and thorough reference source for anybody 
writing or researching 19th and early 20th century American carnival, circus, magic and minstrel shows. Wilmeth's 
glossary is not in a sophisticated package. It's pretty much alphabetical listings of 3200 entries, no cross indexing. I 
love exploring reference books like this but then always find myself in a mobius when it comes to everyday use, if I 
knew what word I was looking for I wouldn't need a glossary. Some categorization might have been a more practical 
format. Online you can find similar glossaries but entries are fewer, less researched and mostly the sites are weakly 
designed with limited search tools. Someday all books like this will get e-booked and send us right to what we're 
looking for. Until then this is best effort out there in its subject matter. And frankly the subject matter is a fascinating 
historical record. Again the book is heavy on words related to carnival or circus but it also provides terms from magic, 
minstrel shows, vaudeville, burlesque, tent shows and Toby shows, medicine shows and pitchmen, early cinema and 
optical entertainment, fairs, puppetry, pantomime, and wild west shows.-RF Brown
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"Most readers will learn a great deal about both entertainment and Americans from this exhaustive and fascinating 
book. Words and phrases from the worlds of the circus, carnival, vaudeville, medicine show, and puppet show (to 
name just a few) are carefully defined in a way that simultaneously enlightens and piques curiosity. The author's 
serious treatment of his subject, strengthened by the quality of the introduction and the selective bibliography, makes 
this an important and unique record of American cultural history"-Library Journal?Most readers will learn a great deal 
about both entertainment and Americans from this exhaustive and fascinating book. Words and phrases from the 
worlds of the circus, carnival, vaudeville, medicine show, and puppet show (to name just a few) are carefully defined 
in a way that simultaneously enlightens and piques curiosity. The author's serious treatment of his subject, 
strengthened by the quality of the introduction and the selective bibliography, makes this an important and unique 
record of American cultural history?-Library JournalFrom the PublisherMost readers will learn a great deal about both 
entertainment and Americans from this exhaustive and fascinating book. Words and phrases from the worlds of the 
circus, carnival, vaudeville, medicine show, and puppet show (to name just a few) are carefully defined in a way that 
simultaneously enlightens and piques curiosity. The author's serious treatment of his subject, strengthened by the 
quality of the introduction and the selective bibliography, makes this an important and unique record of American 
cultural historyAbout the Authorlmeth /f Don /i B. 


