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Robert Cushman Murphy : The Larousse Encyclopedia of Animal Life  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Larousse Encyclopedia of Animal Life: 

"One-Volume guide to animals of the world with 100 photographs in full color, 900 photographs in black and white. 
Covers nearly all animals from the simplest one-celled varieties to the largest. An essential reference book for laymen 
and a handy guide for the professional naturalists"
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