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Jack Elliott Myers, Michael Simms : The Longman Dictionary of Poetic Terms (Longman English and 
Humanities Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
The Longman Dictionary of Poetic Terms (Longman English and Humanities Series): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. The Best Reference Book for Practicing Poets, PERIOD!By B. 
Tweed DeLionsThere is no aspect of the craft of poetry that this book doesn't cover. And the entries are concise and 
readable.I have seen multi-volume sets of books that try to accomplish what this one accomplishes in a single volume. 
The other books are too wordy *and* leave out too much. Or they focus much on the too orthodox, traditional, and 
conventional, leaving out recent poetic innovations. This book covers all the traditional devices but also includes 
cutting-edge developments in the craft of poetry.If you want to learn how to write poetry, there are only two books you 
need: this one and Jack Myers' Potable Poetry Workshop. The Longman book is exactly what it says it is, a reference 
book. But each poetic device covered in the book can be a springboard for creativity and experimentation.Myers' 
Portable Poetry Workshop is also exactly what it claims to be. It's like attending a workshop by the best poetry teacher 
in the world. It's a fun, hand's-on approach to teaching the craft of poetry. It's the best "How To" book on writing 
poetry ever written. And I've read dozens.Trust me on this. Take a chance: BUY THIS BOOK AND THE 
PORTABLE POETRY WORKSHOP!The Portable Poetry WorkshopYou won't regret it. These two books could keep 
you busy with your craft the rest of your life without ever coming close to exhausting the list of poetic devices you 
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will learn from them. These two books are one-stop-shopping for people who want to learn how to write poetry.Don't 
waste your time with other books until you have bought these two. After that you will be in a better position to judge 
other books on the craft.Myers' two books teach you how to turn any poem into teaching tool. If you start with these 
two books then progress to books that examine the poems of individual poets, you'll be getting the equivalent of a 
college education in the art of writing poetry.In other words, after you have learned from these two books, just reading 
other people's poems will be an education in craft. Then if you will go to the library every now and then and get a 
book that explains the style of, say, Rilke, or some other poet, you will be getting a top-notch education in the craft of 
writing poetry.Also, try reading some biographies of poets. Their personalities are often far different than you would 
have guessed from their poetic style . Learning how they came to be who they are, learn their craft, and make the 
artistic choices they made can be invaulable for learning the craft of poetry for yourself.But start with the two Jack 
Myers books I mentioned here. There are bibliographies in both books that will point you in the right direction for 
anything else you care to know about the craft of poetry. You couldn't even read them all in a lifetime. But you will be 
able to find just what you're looking for.Jack Myers is a professor of poetry at SMU University and was once poet 
laureate of the State of Texas. But beyond that, he's an extraordinary teacher, a true genius at teaching a difficult craft. 
His particular gift is teaching his students how to prime the pumps of creativity, something that is very hard to teach. 
He's the best

A guide and reference for students taking any course in poetry, this is a compendium of knowledge in poetry, from 
ancient classical prosody to modern works. It includes traditional as well as contemporary usage and examples, 
original classifications of terms and their uses, and has terms drawn from allied fields such as film, art, music and 
dance. There are 1,500 individual entries defining the techniques, devices, histories, theories and terminologies of 
poetry. Alphabetically arranged, entries include a headword; etymology or derivation, synonym and/or alternative 
spellings; definitions; example or illustration; historical, theoretical or technical considerations; germane authors; cross 
references. The terms drawn from other arts such as cinema, art, sculpture, music, dance and there are original mini-
essays on all important terms.


