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William Foster-Harris : The Look of the Old West: A Fully Illustrated Guide  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Look of the Old West: A Fully Illustrated Guide: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Ideal for the new-comers to the subject, good for more advanced 
readersBy Alexander SikachevIn fact the best thing about this book is that it gives exactly what the title says the 
overall look. It's not a deep study but one way or another touches almost all key aspect of living in the West.Features:- 
Very wide array of aspects, from clothing to the stage coaches, from weapons to the typical train station facilities. I 
truly got the overall look!- Written in really nice language! As I understood the author, Mr. Foster-Harris, lived in the 
West for a long time, so there is some quite intersting argo and the origins of some expressions. And he's a great 
narrator too, so it's just easy and pleasant to read.- Some personal experience: it's great when the author knows the 
subject well.- Some clear and easy to understand explanations of how different devices worked (e.g. paper 
catridges).Potential shortcoming:- No photos, few direct references to the sources. OK, that's true, but this is not a 
research, this is an "overall look" book. And the drawings are sometimes much more vivid than photos.- I would really 
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like more info about the prices. There is some very (!) valuable mentions, but I didn't get a clear picture of what was 
the cost of living in the frontier.- Too deep part about military uniforms, from which the book starts. OK, it's VERY 
interesting, but I doubt it should be placed in the very beginning (with every button and every strap being discussed).- 
Lacks some insights about the global western trends or how the Western society developed.To sum up, it's a great 
book to get the overall look, to feel the atmosphere of the Old West, to understand some tendencies and the 
"basement" for further reading or study of the subject. And it's a good book for the people already immersed in the 
subject, who can enjoy the great language or even to fill a want in some aspects of Western Life and get some nice 
insights.Highly recommended for all Western fans!)1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This is an 
insight that is not available anywhere elseBy ShoehornI have just received the book this week and I am already 
marking various pages of the "why and the what" as the author explains in detail about every thing from the uniforms 
of the Civil War to the various pieces of kit carried by civilians as they went about their daily lives not [to my 
knowledge] found anywhere else.The information on rifles and six-shooters is a gold mine of information. If you want 
to know about which horse was the best for roping, trail riding, or looking good on Sunday after you finish the section 
on horses you can hold your hold with anyone.This book isn't some Hollywood gloss over, the author has done his 
research and gives the reader the look, fabric, taste, and smell of what the West was and who were the characters that 
made up this chapter in our history.I highly recommend it for the casual reader as well as the serious researcher who 
wants to explore the West and go beyond what is in some of our history books.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Life in the Old WestBy jackeb53Fantastic book of the "Old West." Great resource and fun read.

Illustrated with images of sabers, steamboats, handguns, hats, saddles, and more, this is a valuable resource for 
historians, re-enactors, costumers, and others. With encyclopedic knowledge and an extensive collection of Old West 
memorabilia handed down to him from Civil War veterans, cowboys, frontiersmen, and Native Americans, William 
Foster-Harris truly understood what the days of cowboys and trail drivers looked and felt like. His book offers the 
fashions and feel of the Old West from the end of the Civil War through the 1890s by detailing the styles of the period; 
military dress for the Union and Confederate armies; weaponry of the time; and more. Illustrated with clear, precise 
drawings to assist the descriptions, few books present a better idea of how the West really looked. 

About the Authorwas many things in his lifetime, including an educator, an oilman, the editor of an oil-related 
newspaper, and an author. He founded the Oklahoma Professional Writing Award in 1963 to honor life's achievement 
of "literary excellence in the Oklahoma manner." 


