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Incredible visual reference source, especialy if you're in the graphic design/illustration businessBy Danny Kl
remember | got thiswhen | was about 12-13 years old... | was amazed by the quality of theillustrations... Note that
NONE of theillustrationsin this book are photographs, they are all computer-drawn illustrations (probably illustrated
using adobe illustrator or coreldraw). The quality of theseillustrations is top-notch, looking amost like photographs. |
am still amazed at the amount of pictures this book contains, it has every single aspect of human life including
industry, agriculture, lifestyle, sports, business, finance, and more... Anything that has aword on this planet is surely
illustrated in this book. Take advantage that this book itself is relatively cheap if you buy it used (about 5 bucks... not
bad at all considering that this book has over 800 pages of highly detailed pictures).

The Macmillan Visual Dictionary is one of the most valuable reference tools available, the only dictionary to allow
you to see what you are looking up and to look up what you are seeing. Now the Unabridged Compact Edition offers
the portability and affordability of a paperback yet remains every bit as comprehensive and gloriously detailed as the
origina hardcover. Whether you are interested in the parts of a cathedral or the components of a space suit, this unique
reference tool isas useful asitisinviting, asinvaluable to learning asit is fun to browse.

.com With thousands of intricate and colorful illustrations presented in a browser-friendly paperback format, the new
compact edition of The Macmillan Visual Dictionary is an easily portable follow-up to the popular hardback version.
The dictionary connects each phrasing, key word, or key words to a grouping of finely detailed and descriptive
pictures, all formatted into a series of sections assembled in an easy-to-follow index at the beginning of the book. With
a depth that includes 12 kinds of mushrooms and 4 types of billiards, the Visual Dictionary also manages to keep a
wide enough focus so that most anyone interested in contemporary life will find a section or two to capture their eye
and attention--whether they're painstakingly searching the book for help with a research paper, tracking down a
contested fact, or peering through the many vivid drawings for pure pleasure.From School Library Journal Grade 8
Up-- Clear, explicit drawings and diagrams provide either exterior views or labeled cutaways of avariety of objects.
The entries are arranged in broad subject categories with a color-coded bar on the page to facilitate browsing, but some
of the colors are very similar. Many subject areas are covered: geography, architecture, anatomy, plants, animals,
satellites, etc. The last section, symbols, provides easy access for some of those hard to find reference questions. The
table of contents lists the 28 categories and the types of itemsillustrated. The index provides access when one knows
the term and wants to identify its use. Browsing is addictive: studentswill eagerly seek out sections on weapons,
transportation, and sports. An important source that helpsto fill agap in most collections--there are many word
dictionaries, but very few pictorial ones.- Claudia Moore, W. T. Woodson High School, Fairfax, VACopyright 1993
Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalFirst published by Facts on File in 1986, and in a French-English
version the next year, this visua dictionary enjoys a new life with color illustrations and a boosted price. The
introduction by Jean-Claude Corbeil, who edited the previous versions, curiously fails to mention the Dictionary 's
earlier incarnations and whether and how it has been expanded. Over 3500 precise, computer-produced illustrations of
objects, places, devices, and machinery in the natural and human-made world make up the entries, which are divided
into subject categories like Animal Kingdom or Creative Leisure Activities or Weapons. "Kettledrum," for example,
listed under the heading Percussion Instruments, which in turn falls under the general subject Music, is pictured with
its various components identified and is listed in the index. The use of colored tabs allows the subject categories to be
identified along the right margin of the book. Some inconsistencies in the naming of objects are immediately evident.
"Condominium," pictured as an apartment building under the subject Architecture, isakind of ownership rather than a
style of architecture; and "pierced earrings,” under Personal Adornment, would better have been named "Post Earrings
for Pierced Ears' since the page also features "hoop earrings’ and "drop earrings' for pierced ears. The Symbols
section in the back is particularly helpful. Another dictionary to consider (though not as comprehensive) is What's
What: A Visual Glossary of the Physical World (Hammond, 1981). If libraries already own the previous Facts on File
visual dictionaries, this version hardly seems necessary; if not, this would make afine reference addition.- Amy Boaz
Nugent Jean Peters, "Library Journal" Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.



