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From Merck : The Merck Manual Home Health Handbook: Third Home Edition  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Merck Manual Home Health Handbook: Third 
Home Edition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The right amount of information for the (very) curious patient.By 
Alan U. KenningtonThis is an amazingly interesting and informative book for the kind of patient who wants to 
understand what the doctors have explained for the patient's specific case. In a particular situation recently, I was given 
large amounts of information about two maladies, which all made sense, but in a slightly disjointed and incomplete 
way.This 3rd edition Merck manual home health handbook not only agreed with everything I was told by two groups 
of specialists, but also joined it all together in a unified picture, and even extended my understanding beyond what 
they told me. For each malady, there were about 4 pages of clear explanation in this book. It helps me to understand 
why doctors ask certain kinds of unusual questions which initially seem irrelevant.So I would say that for the curious, 
or very curious, patient who wants to get more clarity and detail and background on what the doctors say, this book is 
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really ideal. The problem with this, I guess, is that this manual is not useful on its own for self-diagnosis. A much 
better book for doing a kind of "self-triage" to determine if it's a good idea to go to a doctor is the "Merck Manual Go-
To Home Guide for Symptoms". This Home Health Handbook is really only useful after a condition has been 
diagnosed, or as general reading for chronic conditions, or because the reader is really, really curious about medical 
conditions.This book is so readable, I think it would be possible, given sufficient years of reading time, to read it all 
through, or at least skim over the pages to get an overview of health issues for future reference. But 322 articles in 
2100 pages is a bit daunting though.The printing and binding of this book are extremely good. It's a really "nice to 
possess" book which looks like it's intended to last a hundred years. The index, by the way, is also very 
good.Concerning whether this is really the 2nd or 3rd edition, yes it is the 3rd edition. The copyright page iv is 
confusing on this point, but when you read the following page v, it's clear that the 1st edition was 1997, 2nd edition 
was 2003, and this 3rd edition is 2009.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Book, ButIt Is Not the 
Third EditionBy Warren L. McFerranThis is a grreat book. Although it is aimed at a non-technical audience, it 
provides good details on medical conditions. But be warned, this is the Second Edition of the book, NOT the Third 
Edition!16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. MUST HAVE HEALTH HANDBOOKBy narcissus 
flowerMerck's Home Health Handbook is written in everyday easy-to-understand language and provides information 
on health care for children and adults.It covers all types of illnesses,explains the symptoms,treatments and 
prevention.Great value - highly recommended.

The World's most widely used medical reference. No home should be without it.This comprehensive medical resource, 
The Merck Manual - - Third Home Edition, extensively covers health care for newborns, the elderly, and everyone in 
between. The new Third Home Edition provides the same authoritative information doctors have relied on in The 
Merck Manual, for more than a century, in easy-to-understand, everyday language. Previous editions have sold more 
than 3 million copies. Written by more than 200 internationally respected medical experts, this new edition of the 
world's bestselling reference presents in-depth information for medical situations, including: Aging Gynecological 
Disorders Heart disease Digestive disorders Cancer Nutrition problems AIDS Hormonal problems Infections and 
immunizations Neurological Disorders Pediatric Disorders Men's, women's and children's health issues Mental health 
disorders Accidents and injuries Care for the dying And much more...

From Publishers WeeklyIn 1997, Merck introduced their first medical manual intended for a general audience, rather 
than health professionals. In this third edition, they address a readership that "now has access to a depth and breadth of 
medical information" but who still need an accessible "starting point." An editorial board of 207 medical experts 
contributes to this comprehensive overview of medical practice today, with a special focus on geriatric medicine 
(including a chapter devoted to enhancing the quality of end-of-life care for patient, care-giver, friends and family). 
Three chapters of a 30-chapter look at children's health issues cover the care of newborns. Elsewhere, Porter and 
company urge patients to become proactive in their health care, suggesting ways to prepare for a first appointment 
with a new doctor and scattering practical tips throughout on issues like drug use during pregnancy and 
contraindication. Charts and illustrations aid the book's accessibility, making it Merck's most authoritative and easy-to-
read home medical guide yet. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved.About the AuthorWritten by more than 200 internationally respected medical experts. 


