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E. D. Hirsch, Joseph F. Kett, James Trefil : The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy: What Every American 
Needs to Know  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Great reference book for everyoneBy LYDIA KASSI'd read about 
Mr. Hirsch's first book, Cultural Literacy, and was thrilled to find this one. I realized that I'd actually purchased many 
of his previous books when my kids were in grade and middle schools - this one just sealed the deal. This book is jam 
packed with every day items and things you forgot about, as well as things you were always planning on looking up. It 
is set up in dictionary style within the following categories: The Bible, Mythology and Folklore, Proverbs, Idioms, 
World Lit., Philosophy and Religion, Literature in English, Conventions of Written English, Fine Arts, World History 
to 1550, World History since 1550, American History to 1865, American History since 1865, World Politics, 
American Politics, World Geography, American Geography, Anthropology, Psychology and Sociology, Business and 
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Economics, Physical Sciences and Mathematics, Earth Sciences, Life Sciences, Medicine and Health, and lastly, 
Technology. This is the 3rd edition, published in 2002. One of the nicest things I find about this book is the finite 
about of information given in each paragraph - I love the internet as well as the next person, but sometimes, one can 
become exhausted by the amount of information that can assault you online.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Nerd paradiseBy Griffin CObviously this isn't a book for everyone but if you're a knowledge buff, or a buff 
about anything you'll love it. It's a great book if you want to be literate on any topic that might come up in 
conversation. Modern society is becoming increasingly complex, but this book has the core things that you should 
know. If you want to never find yourself in a position of ignorance, this is the place to start. Or if you're just a nerd and 
want to know everything, this book is for you.I like to play this game where one person reads the definition and your 
friends guess the word, its really fun and you learn a lot about all sorts of things. It always feels awesome when you're 
right too.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Everyone should have one copy in their home.By 
NicholeWe were suggested to buy this dictionary because my daughter is now on the Scholar Bowl Team for her 
school and the teacher said this is the best recourse we could get. I think that this dictionary should be in every home. 
It has just enough information about every single subject in it that it is to darn neat not to own. I am going to get a 
copy for my step kids eventually but I do not want their mother to think porly of me, it is just a awesome book.

In this fast-paced information age, how can Americans know what's really important and what's just a passing fashion? 
Now more than ever, we need a source that concisely sums up the knowledge that matters to Americans -- the people, 
places, ideas, and events that shape our cultural conversation. With more than six thousand entries,The New 
Dictionary of Cultural Literacy is that invaluable source. Wireless technology. Gene therapy. NAFTA. In addition to 
the thousands of terms described in the original Dictionary of Cultural Literacy, here are more than five hundred new 
entries to bring Americans' bank of essential knowledge up to date. The original entries have been fully revised to 
reflect recent changes in world history and politics, American literature, and, especially, science and technology. 
Cultural icons that have stood the test of time (Odysseus, Leaves of Grass, Cleopatra, the Taj Mahal, D-Day) appear 
alongside entries on such varied concerns as cryptography, the digital divide, the European Union, Kwanzaa, 
pheromones, SPAM, Type A and Type B personalities, Web browsers, and much, much more. As our world becomes 
more global and interconnected, it grows smaller through the terms and touchstones that unite us. As E. D. Hirsch 
writes in the preface, "Community is built up of shared knowledge and values -- the same shared knowledge that is 
taken for granted when we read a book or newspaper, and that is also taken for granted as part of the fabric that 
connects us to one another." A delicious concoction of information for anyone who wants to be in the know, The New 
Dictionary of Cultural Literacy brilliantly confirms once again that it is "an excellent piece of work . . . stimulating and 
enlightening" (New York Times) -- the most definitive and comprehensive family sourcebook of its kind.

From Publishers WeeklyThis third edition of the 1988 reference, full of the same back-to-basics philosophy of the 
earlier volumes, promises to once again serve as a lightning rod for lively discussion. Divided into chapters such as 
"The Bible" (the editors point out that, regardless of one's religion, it is impossible to be culturally literate without 
some Biblical knowledge, just as one needs to know the Koran to be literate in Arab culture), "Technology," "Idioms," 
"World Geography," "Mythology and Folklore" (which includes everything from Medusa to Mickey Mouse) and 
"Literature in English," the book is a compendium of thumbnail definitions of the bedrock items that make up society. 
This latest volume includes about 500 (out of nearly 7,000) new entries, 200 of which are in the science and 
technology chapters. Other entries have been revised and updated. It's entertaining, snappily written, extremely handy 
and reasonably inclusive (although there are bound to be readers who will find issue with Hirsch's well-known 
conservative ideologies). Although the book will be a godsend for home schoolers and teachers looking to give 
students a basic reference, ultimately it may be seen as a giant list, along the same lines as the much-debated list of 
essential literature that Harold Bloom included in The Western Canon. Arguments over it will probably not center on 
its stylistics, but on who or what the editors consider essential e.g., Allen Ginsburg made the cut; Jack Kerouac did 
not.Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalInitially published in 1988 and revised in 
1993, this book is given an exciting update whose 6900 entries include 1000 revised entries and 500 new ones, 200 of 
which are in science and technology alone. Given the book's aim to define "common cultural knowledge rather than to 
present a lexicon of words or topics," a revision was sorely needed; when the second edition appeared, almost no one 
knew what a web page was. The text is divided into sections by subject-e.g., fine arts, world politics, life sciences-each 
with a brief introduction; access is also aided by a thorough index. The entries themselves are complete, concise, and 
clearly written as well as extensively and effectively cross-referenced. All that need be said about this first-rate 
reference is that it is well written, well researched, and well worth the money. Students, general readers, trivia buffs, 
and those who like to have a great reference work at their fingertips will find it informative, useful, and just plain fun. 
Highly recommended.Manya S. Chylinski, Ernst Young Ctr. for Business Knowledge, Boston Copyright 2002 Reed 
Business Information, Inc.From BooklistThe New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy is the most recent list of 
"background knowledge needed to be able to read with understanding." Hirsch published Cultural Literacy: What 



Every American Needs to Know (Houghton) in 1987, the Dictionary of Cultural Literacy in 1988 (Houghton), and a 
revised Dictionary in 1993 (Houghton). He believes that "shared information is the foundation of our public discourse 
. . . that allows us to comprehend our daily newspapers and news reports, to understand our peers and leaders, and 
even to share our jokes. Cultural literacy is the context of what we say and read." The compilers selected items "likely 
to be known by a broad majority of literate Americans" and of "lasting significance."Cultural Literacy was praised as 
the most important book on education to appear in years but also criticized as being elitist and conservative, with most 
of the entries in use for at least 100 years and an emphasis on print media. The authors produced the third edition "to 
keep up with the changes in American culture," adding 500 new entries, 200 in the "Science and Technology" section, 
and updating 1,000 others. Internet and computer-related terms (FAQ, laptop, snail mail) are among the most 
important additions.The 7,000 entries are arranged alphabetically within 23 sections, including "The Bible," "Fine 
Arts," "World and American History," and "Physical, Earth, and Life Sciences." Entries include brief definitions and 
cultural associations, such as "an olive branch is now regarded as a sign of peace, as is the dove."The New Dictionary 
of Cultural Literacy is a tool for assessing cultural literacy, not a first choice for definitions of terms. It should not be 
compared with other specialized dictionaries, especially popular culture compendia. In it, Java is an island in 
Indonesia, not programming language or Starbucks staple, and Pluto is a planet and the god of the underworld, not a 
cartoon dog. Popular with trivia fans and familiar to educators, this resource will be requested in academic, high-
school, and public libraries. RBBCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved 


