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From John Gross: The New Oxford Book of Literary Anecdotes (Oxford Books of Prose Verse) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The New Oxford Book of
Literary Anecdotes (Oxford Books of Prose Verse):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. | like literary anecdotes as entertaining or surprising vignettes into
the ...By Ari Rabll like literary anecdotes as entertaining or surprising vignettes into the life and times of authors ...


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199543410

was hoping for more entertainment from this book. Of course, Wilde and Shaw provide wonderful material. But for
most of the other authors | don't find the stories sufficiently interesting.2 of 2 people found the following review
helpful. Don't buy thisif you don't have a magnifying glassBy Susan Ohanianl'm sure this book would be a delight to
read--if | could read it without a magnifying glass. VERY small print make this frustrating rather than enjoyable0 of 0
people found the following review helpful. Literary entertainmentBy michael trainlt doesn't exactly need areview. It's
aliterary entertainment and well done too. A real treat for the cognoscenti.

In The New Oxford Book of Literary Anecdotes, master anthologist John Gross brings together a delectable
smorgasbord of literary tales, offering striking new insight into some of the most important writersin history. Many of
the anecdotes here are funny, others are touching, outrageous, sinister, inspiring, or downright weird. They show
writers from Chaucer to Bob Dylan acting both unpredictably and deeply in character. The range iswide--thisisa
book which finds room for Milton and Shakespeare, Mark Twain and Walt Whitman, Kurt Vonnegut and P. G.
Wodehouse, Chinua Achebe and Salman Rushdie, James Baldwin and Tom Wolfe. It is aso abook in which you can
find out which great historian's face was once mistaken for a baby's bottom, which film star experienced a haunting
encounter with Virginia Woolf not long before her death, and what Agatha Christie really thought of her popular
character Hercule Poirot. It isin short an unrivalled collection of literary gossip offering intimate glimpses into the
lives of authors ranging from Shakespeare to Philip Roth--a book not just for lovers of literature, but for anyone with a
taste for the curiosities of human nature.

" from previous edition contains scores of delightful items...All the anecdotes are set out in the elegant, unobtrusive
manner that one is accustomed to from other of Mr. Gross's handsome anthol ogies for Oxford -- volumes of
aphorisms, essays, comic verse, and English Prose.'Joseph Epstein, Wall Street Journal"hugely enjoyable'John Mullen,
Guardian “splendid anthology'Oldie a surprisingly good selection...a collection that will instruct and, more important,
give immense pleasure.'Contemporary , Volume 288" An informative and amusing collection'Patrick Richards, Day by
Day John Gross's enlightening and hugely enjoyable anthology revivifies the literary dust of many centuries with both
wit and grace'Peter Parker, TLS Mr Gross has also produced succinct notes to help the reader and has, over al,
produced a collection that will instruct and, more importantly, give immense pleasure'Contemporary “Gross widens
and strenthens the idea of aliterary anecdote, with enriching results. Books like this are usually recommnded as ideal
bedtime reading. This one, however, should on no account be allowed in the bedroom, or you will find youself awake
in the cold, small hours, still turning thepages.'John Carey, Sunday Times John Gross has produced a fascinating
book.'Jonathan Sale, Financial Times Magazine so many things here to enjoy'Jeremy Lewis, Literary About the
AuthorJohn Grossis the editor of The Oxford Book of Aphorisms, The Oxford Book of Essays, After Shakespeare,
and many other publications. He was editor of the Times Literary Supplement from 1974 to 1981, and is currently
theatre critic of the Sunday Telegraph.



