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From Princeton University Press : The New Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The New Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry 
and Poetics: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ComprehensiveBy Colette Jean HintonIf you cannot find a literary 
or poetic term in this volume, then I don't believe it exists! This book is the most comprehensive reference book I have 
ever personally owned. My only regret is that the print is small, but I realise that if they had published this book in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0691021236


larger print, it would probably be too heavy to pick up!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Arrived in 
great condition and has been very helpful in defining terms ...By No PublicityArrived in great condition and has been 
very helpful in defining terms when I needed it too. It can be very bulky sometimes, both in weight and entries, but 
definitely recommend having this on hand4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A fine reference bookBy 
CustomerI have very little to add to the laudatory reviews. Some found the print too small, but for me it was not a 
problem - I am used to using reference works with smallish print.I just got my copy and found a lot of fascinating 
information on the ode which I didn't know. From what I've read so far, the topical discussions are excellent, and there 
are ample biographical references for the major and some of the minor entries. All in all, it is a great resource for 
student, poet, poetry lover, and critic.

The New Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics is a comprehensive reference work dealing with all aspects of 
its subject: history, types, movements, prosody, and critical terminology. Prepared by recognized authorities, its 
articles treat their topics in sufficient depth and with enough lucidity to satisfy the scholar and the general reader alike. 
Entries vary in length from relatively brief notices to substantial articles of about 20,000 words. The Princeton 
Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics, published in 1965, established itself as a standard work in the field. Among the 
215 contributors were Northrop Frye writing on allegory, Murray Krieger on belief in poetry, Philip Wheelwright on 
myth, John Hollander on music, and William Carlos Williams on free verse. In 1974, the Enlarged Edition increased 
the entries with dozens of new subjects, including rock lyric, computer poetry, and black poetry, to name just a few. 
The New Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics accounts for the extraordinary change and explosion of 
knowledge within literary and cultural studies since the 1970s. This edition, completely revised, preserves what was 
most valuable from previous editions, while subjecting each existing entry to revision. Over 90 percent of the entries 
have been extensively revised and most major ones entirely rewritten. Completely new entries number 162, including 
those by new contributors Camille Paglia, Barbara Herrnstein Smith, Elaine Showalter, Houston Baker, Andrew Ross, 
and many more. New entries include those on cultural criticism, discourse, feminist poetics, and Chicano poetry. 
Improvements cover several areas: All the recent developments in theory that bear on poetry are included; 
bibliographies of secondary sources are extended; cross-references among entries and through blind entries have been 
expanded for greater ease of use; and coverage of emergent and non-Western poetries is dramatically increased. 
Indeed, a hallmark of the encyclopedia is its world-wide orientation on the poetry of national and cultural groups.

.com From abecedarius to zeugma, by way of cywydd, estribillo, Nibelungenstrophe, Tachtigers, and other poetic 
terms that sound like poetry, The New Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics is a gold mine for readers and 
writers of poetry alike. First published in 1965, this tome has evolved to reflect developments in critical thinking and 
an expanding knowledge of non-Western poetry (without, heaven forfend, being trendy: "a reference work," the 
editors explain, "must always distance itself from its time while it works to embrace that time"). For this third edition, 
the editors write, nearly every entry has been changed significantly, and 162 entries have been added. The preface 
claims coverage of every poetic tradition in the world, and one doesn't doubt it. There's enough material here to keep 
one browsing well past Yeats's "Second Coming." If that's not enough to quench your poetic thirst, fret not: a detailed 
bibliography concludes each entry.From Library JournalLarger than both the last edition (1965) and the "enlarged" 
edition that was published in 1974, this new edition of the indispensable Princeton Encyclopedia assesses 106 national 
poetries, with coverage of "every significant poetry tradition in the world." Gone are such entries as "Negro poetry. 
American"; "Afro-American poetry" takes its place. Though many entries such as "sonnet" are virtually unchanged 
from the earlier edition, others, such as "Feminist poetics," are brand-new. Some entries, e.g., "cliche" and 
"compensation," have been deleted. This is an essential purchase for any library supporting the study of poetry; the 
only problem is that the print is tiny and hard to read.- Peter Dollard, Alma Coll. Lib., Mich.Copyright 1993 Reed 
Business Information, Inc.From BooklistStudents, scholars, and librarians will welcome this third edition of what has 
become the standard source for information on the history and criticism of poetry and poetic technique and theory. 
First published in 1965 as the Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics, the work was reissued in 1974 with an 84-page 
supplement as The Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics.Among the approximately 380 international scholars 
who contributed to this first major revision of the encyclopedia are such eminent figures as M. H. Abrams, Cleanth 
Brooks, Alastair Fowler, and Elaine Showalter. The editors note that all entries have been revised to some degree and 
that more than 90 percent have received extensive revision. Moreover, of the 951 entries, 162 are new to this 
edition.Varying in length from a paragraph to approximately 20,000 words, the alphabetically arranged entries reflect 
the significant changes in literary criticism and the increased awareness of nonwestern cultures that have developed 
during the past two decades. Many of the new entries are devoted to contemporary literary theories and schools of 
criticism (e.g., Deconstruction, Feminist Poetics, Intertextuality, Reader-Response Criticism), while others expand the 
coverage of poetries of specific nationalities or ethnic groups (e.g., Chicano [Mexican-American] Poetry, Hispano-
Arabic Poetry, Inuit Poetry). In addition, a number of the new articles treat types of poetry and poetic devices and 
techniques (e.g., Alcaic, Found Poem, Love Poetry, Political Verse). Some articles from the previous edition have 



been assimilated into broader entries, and others (Censorship, Neo-Thomism and Poetry, Verbless Poetry) appear to 
have been dropped altogether. Continuing the policy established in the first edition, individual poets and poems are not 
accorded entries.In most cases, the number of bibliographic references that appear at the end of each entry has been 
substantially expanded, with many references citing publications as recent as 1991. In addition, the system of cross-
references is much more extensive, and the editors have further improved access to the entries by adding a table of 
contents, which includes all article headers and see references.The extent to which this volume has been revised is 
impressive, but it is not without flaws. The extremely small typeface will create difficulties for some users, and the 
space-saving practice of abbreviating approximately 80 general terms as well as the headword when it appears within 
the body of the entry may be confusing to the general reader. Furthermore, the lack of an index continues to detract 
from the encyclopedia's considerable value. None of these concerns, however, diminishes the excellence and authority 
of the articles themselves, and this impressive compendium continues to be an essential source for academic and large 
public libraries. 


