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Laurence Urdang : The Oxford Desk Thesaurus  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Oxford Desk Thesaurus: 

When The Oxford Thesaurus: American Edition appeared in 1992, it was hailed as a milestone in the evolution of the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195099605


thesaurus. It rapidly established itself as the most authoritative, precise, up-to-date, and helpful synonym guide 
available. Now this superb volume has been condensed, producing an ideal reference for those who need a more 
portable and affordable thesaurus, one that is quick and handy to use--The Oxford Desk Thesaurus. As in the parent 
volume, the main entries are selected for their frequency in the language and are arranged alphabetically so that you 
can instantly turn to the word you have in mind. If an entry has more than one sense, the ODT shows the synonyms by 
group. For instance, under the headword order, those synonyms meaning "arrangement" are in one group, those 
meaning "command" are in another; within a group, synonyms are listed according to frequency of use (e.g., 
command, directive, edict, behest, ukase, fiat, etc.). Each sense group in an entry is illustrated with a sample sentence, 
so you can be sure you are making your selection from the right list of alternatives. A unique cross-referencing system 
clearly shows which synonyms in a list are themselves main entries. Labels identify those words that are used in 
special ways--not only colloquial, taboo, archaic, technical, or slang expressions, but also American and British usage--
so that writers can avoid errors of diction (such as using colloquial words in formal writing). Finally, for those desiring 
a richer vocabulary, Urdang supplements the standard synonyms with unusual words and phrases. Concise and easy to 
use, up to date and authoritative, The Oxford Desk Thesaurus is ideal for home or office, for busy executives on the 
go, and for students, too. It is an essential tool for anyone who wants to write with more variety, color, and precision.

From School Library JournalYA?Through clear, easy-to-read print, these companion volumes provide simple-to-use 
yet authoritative keys to standard American English. In Desk Dictionary, entries were selected from the most often 
used terms in the language and include those in the new areas of technology, medicine, and business. Definitions 
include traditional pronunciation guides, derivatives, and etymologies. Some phrases are included, but there are no 
sentence examples. Desk Thesaurus is a condensation of the Oxford Thesaurus: American Edition and groups 
synonyms together when one word has different senses. The editors aim to avoid misunderstandings by using the term 
in a sentence for each sense. There is no index, although there is cross referencing to indicate which synonyms are 
used as main entries themselves. Purchase a set for circulation as well as for reference.?Claudia Moore, W.T. 
Woodson High School, Fairfax, VACopyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. "Through clear, easy-to-read 
print, these companion volumes provide simple-to-use authoritative keys to standard American English."--School 
Library Journal (for the Desk Dictionary and Desk Thesaurus)About the AuthorAbout the Author: Laurence Urdang is 
a distinguished lexicographer and publisher, and the founder and editor of Verbatim, The Language Quarterly. His 
many publication credits include The Oxford Thesaurus: American Edition, and scores of other dictionaries and 
language reference books. 


