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Oxford University Press : The Oxford Dictionary and Thesaurus: The Ultimate Language Reference for 
American Readers  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
The Oxford Dictionary and Thesaurus: The Ultimate Language Reference for American Readers: 

55 of 55 people found the following review helpful. Best concise dictionary I've used!By A CustomerAs a publications 
editor, I use my dictionary many times a day. I have found this particular dictionary to be the best I've ever used (I 
wish I had owned this book when I was in grad school). The definitions are clear and crisp, and the synonyms are a 
nice additional check on meaning and connotation as well as welcome suggestions for alternate words. This book is a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195099494


must for writers and editors; it truly is the "ultimate language reference." I bought a copy for the office and a copy for 
my home.24 of 25 people found the following review helpful. The UltimateBy CustomerI own many dictionaries 
(including the unabriged OED). This is the one that is on my desk and used every day. It is useful, readable, compact 
and complete. Combining the best dictionary with an outstanding thesaurus, Oxford has produced the finest reference 
work of its kind available. Recommended for students, offices and anyone who is tired of juggling four or five 
reference books in "case you might need them". Clear the decks. This is what you're looking for.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. I bought this at least 7 yearsBy MARK WITHERALLI bought this at least 7 years ago 
and no one can argue me with this book! Great- Great- Great!!!

We all know the feeling: trying to find a synonym for a word, we turn to a thesaurus and find a group of words that 
might be right, but the thesaurus doesn't provide us with definitions. So, we then turn to the dictionary to check the 
meanings for the entire list of new synonyms and, after much flipping back and forth between thesaurus and 
dictionary, finally decide upon an alternative. Neither book, by itself, provides the full range of word choices. But 
now, The Oxford Dictionary and Thesaurus offers a thoroughly integrated blend of entries from the dictionary and the 
thesaurus. This unified approach, treating meanings and related words within the same entry, makes it easy to find--in 
one place--an abundance of information about words, and provides a far more thorough analysis of the variety and 
nuances of our language than is possible in a dictionary or thesaurus alone. Oxford's American dictionary staff, along 
with an international team of lexicographers, have drawn on the unparalleled lexical resources of Oxford University 
Press, the world's most respected authority on English language and dictionaries, to make The Oxford Dictionary and 
Thesaurus the most wide-ranging resource available. It includes: * More than 200,000 entries and definitions and 
300,000 synonyms thoroughly integrated for ease of use * Hundreds of new words and senses such as shareware, 
downsize, grunge, sidebar, and hypertext * Full coverage of English from around the globe--brassed off, 
merrythought, billabong, Charles's Wain, high tea Valuable appendices, including: * Selected Proverbs--more than 
1,000, including both old favorites and less-familiar bits of wisdom such as "Handsome is as handsome does," "A 
trouble shared is a trouble halved," and "There's many a good tune played on an old fiddle" * Terms for Animal 
Groups (a clowder of cats, a skulk of foxes, a parliament of rooks) * Weights, Measures, Scientific Units, and 
Formulas * Chemical Elements and Periodic Table * Musical Notation and the Orchestra * Presidents of the U.S.; 
States of the U.S. * Countries of the World * Helpful points on English usage, and much more No American 
dictionary or thesaurus offers as much as The Oxford Dictionary and Thesaurus. It not only combines an up-to-date 
and thoroughly reliable dictionary of American English with full thesaurus coverage, but it also provides a unique 
global perspective of English, the lingua franca of the late twentieth century.

From Library JournalMarry edited versions of the venerable Concise Oxford Dictionary (Oxford Univ., 1990. 8th ed.) 
and The Oxford Thesaurus: American Edition (LJ 11/1/92), and you have this new Oxford dictionary. A solid 
production containing more than 100,000 succinct entries and 300,000 undiscriminated synonyms in a single alphabet, 
it is clear, authoritative, and up-to-date. For instance, wuss and wussy are here, labeled "colloq." Some definitions 
include brief demonstrations of how the word or sense is used in context, but there are no illustrations. The dictionary 
concludes with 16 appendixes (e.g., a list of proverbs, the books of the Bible, and U.S. presidents). Librarians should 
be aware that, as the title page indicates, it is also published as The Reader's Digest Oxford Complete Wordfinder. An 
agreeable work for the home consumer but, as a condensed version of two Oxford classics, hardly a necessary 
acquisition for most libraries.?Ken Kister, "Kister's Best Encyclopedias," Tampa, Fla.Copyright 1997 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. "A solid production containing more than 100,000 succint entries and 300,000 undiscriminated 
synonyms in a single alphabet, it is clear, authoritative, and up-to-date."--Library Journal"A solid production 
containing more than 100,000 succinct entries and 300,000 undiscriminated synonyms in a single alphabet, it is clear, 
authoritative, and up-to-date."--Library JournalAbout the AuthorAbout the Editor: Frank Abate is a Connecticut-based 
lexicographer whose credits include more than 20 different dictionaries. Recently, he was Managing Editor for The 
Oxford Desk Dictionary, American Edition, and served as special consultant for U.S. usage on The Concise Oxford 
Dictionary, Ninth Edition. 


