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Bas Aarts, Sylvia Chalker, Edmund Weiner : The Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar (Oxford Quick 
Reference)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar (Oxford Quick Reference): 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Thank you!By MeThis is just what I was looking for. This dictionary 
is an indispensable resource for ESL teachers, English teachers, linguistics and English majors, SLPs, and anyone with 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199658234


a serious interest in English grammar.4 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Only if you're a 
grammarian!!By TheyVery disappointed. I was looking for a book outlining grammar rules according to the Oxford 
Dictionary (the best references available.) This book merely lists, in alphabetical order, all of the terms that I imagine 
grammarians use. Useful to them perhaps, but not to me.5 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Perfect 
errors aboundBy Brad Johnstonby Bas Aarts, Sylvia Chalker and Edmund Weiner, 2014page 35. "perfect aspect, as in 
the example below which expresses a completed situation in the past."I have/had written to Robert."Wrong. Correct is 
'I WROTE to Robert', which expresses a "completed situation" in the past. One might correctly say or write 'By the 
time I finally heard from him, I HAD WRITTEN to Robert a dozen times', and, 'I HAVE WRITTEN to Robert a 
dozen times over the past year'. In both cases, CONTEXT makes the difference.page 43. Their "backshifting" is too 
dumb a semi-convention to warrant comment. Backshifting makes no sense at all; nor does their "anterior time", 
another useless construct of linguists grasping for the "past past" or the "paster past" or the "past in the past", of which 
there is no such thing.page 28. "Anterior Time." Two of three examples under "anterior time" are incorrect, but they 
are fine examples of 'jamming', which is often used by those who do not understand.page 298. A large part of why 
Oxford makes such a mess of the past perfect is surely because they do not know how to define it, as clearly indicated 
by the "past perfect" entry on page 298, which has no definition, thus reinforcing the old adage that "You have to start 
out right to end up right". Or, from the marketing department, "If you don't know where you're going, any road will 
lead you there".I'm sure of what is written above. Pure conjecture on my part is to imagine that each succeeding 
generation in any organization as old as Oxford feels compelled to adjust and revise and certainly to copy. Over time, 
they copy parts and change parts and soon it - whatever it is - becomes increasingly complex and confused, as is 
certainly the case with their handling of the perfect tenses. They need to start over and re-think them and boil it all 
down to an essence that makes sense and, importantly, let's students and others understand. They should start with this: 
the definition of the past perfect is NOT "had + a past participle".A buyer of the Oxford Dictionary of English 
Grammar should keep these caveats in mind.

The Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar is a straightforward and accessible A-Z guide of the diverse and often 
complex terminology of English grammar. It contains over 1,600 entries with clear and concise definitions, enhanced 
by numerous sample sentences, as well as relevant quotations from the scholarly literature of the field.This second 
edition is written and edited by Professor Bas Aarts of University College London, writer of the acclaimed Oxford 
Modern English Grammar. It has been fully revised and updated, with particular attention paid to refreshing the 
sample sentences included within the text. There are over 150 new entries that cover current terminology which has 
arisen since the publication of the first edition, and there are new entries on the most important English grammars 
published since the start of the 20th century. Hundreds of new cross-references enhance the user-friendly nature of the 
text, and the list of works cited has been thoroughly updated to reflect the current state of the field. A short appendix 
of web links has been added.

from previous edition: "grammar as the total system of the language ... well defined and well illustrated with 
quotations from grammarians ancient and modern." --TLSAbout the AuthorBas Aarts is Professor of English 
Linguistics at University College London. He has published many books and articles on English grammar, most 
recently the Oxford Modern English Grammar.The late Sylvia Chalker is the author of several grammar books, 
including Current English Grammar and The Little Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar. She was also a contributor 
to The Oxford Companion to the English Language.Edmund Weiner is Deputy Chief Editor of the Oxford English 
Dictionary and co-author (with Andrew Delahunty) of the Oxford Guide to English Usage. 


