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From Oxford University Press : The Oxford Dictionary of Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Oxford Dictionary of Idioms (Oxford 
Quick Reference): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wrong expectations cause most frustrationBy YuriI see that most of 
the negative/low rating reviews come from the wrong expectations people have when buying this book. So , ifyou are 
looking for the AMERICAN English language idioms - this is not the book. You could actually guess it as there is no 
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'American' in its title and Oxford University Pres is a UK publisher, so unless explicitly specified all their books are 
about British English.My guess is that about 20-30% of the idioms are British only. For the American Idioms there is 
an excellent book called The American Heritage Dictionary of Idioms, Second Edition that will answer all your 
needs.If, on the other hand, you are looking for the British and general idioms - it has a solid 4 star rating from me. I 
deduce 1 star for many times lack of examples/extensive explanations of usage. It is something I expect of Oxford 
University Press but this book is rather thin on that.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Not as Good as 
American HeritageBy OhioanI'm not qualified to analyze whether this book is helpful to people who are learning 
English as a second language. But I have used many different idioms dictionaries, and this one, while not bad, is weak 
in the number of entries and in the shortness of the explanations of meaning, although I do find the little boxed 
features on origins very helpful. It's hard to know whether to rate this as 4 stars or 3. Ultimately I'd give it a 3.5 star 
rating if that were possible.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy mykolathank you, great

Did you know that 'flavor of the month' originated in a marketing campaign in American ice-cream parlors in the 
1940s, when a particular flavor would be specially promoted for a month at a time? And did you know that 'off the 
cuff' refers to the rather messy practice of writing impromptu notes on one's shirt cuff before speaking in public? 
These and many more idioms are explained and put into context in this second edition of the Oxford Dictionary of 
Idioms. The volume takes a fresh look at the idiomatic phrases and sayings that make English the rich and intriguing 
language that it is. This major new edition contains entries for over 5000 idioms, including 350 entirely new entries 
and over 500 new quotations. The text has been updated to include many new idioms using the findings of the Oxford 
English Reading Program, the biggest language research program in the world. The entries are supported by a wealth 
of illustrative quotations from a wide range of sources and periods and the text has been entirely redesigned so that it 
is both elegant and easy to use. Anyone interested in the colorful side of the English language will get hours of fun 
browsing this fascinating and informative volume.

From BooklistOxford has published a second edition of a title that first appeared as a paperback in 1999. Promotional 
material declares that there are more than 5,000 definitions of idioms with 350 new idioms and "hundreds of new 
origin notes." The dictionary has been redesigned and visually improved with a two-column format interspersed with 
boxes that provide origin of the idioms. The idioms are arranged by keyword with a concise definition and sometimes 
the origin and an illustrative quotation. An index in which the idioms are grouped by subject--Haste and speed, 
Jealousy and envy, Poverty, Weather-- has been added. The book has a definite British-English and Australian tone. 
British spelling is used (checque, favours, labour), and many of the idioms are unique to a particular country. Idioms 
that were not in the first edition or in other idiom dictionaries include hot to trot, New York minute, and wazoo. New 
illustrative quotations are included from Frank McCourt, the Wall Street Journal, and the Guardian. Surprisingly, 24/7 
has not yet found its place in a dictionary of idioms. The Oxford Dictionary of Idioms is current, but the American 
Heritage Dictionary of Idioms (1997) concentrates on American English. Oxford Reference Online includes the first 
edition of the Oxford dictionary, and the second will probably appear soon. Libraries that need an up-to-date 
hardcover source for idioms should consider this new edition. Christine BulsonCopyright American Library 
Association. All rights reserved `Anyone who is addicted to the richness of the English language or simply intrigued 
by the origin and meaning of an idiom like "teach your grandmother to suck eggs" will relish this work.' Library 
JournalAbout the AuthorJennifer Speake is a freelance writer and editor of reference books. 


