(Read free) The Oxford Starter Russian Dictionary (Oxford Starter Dictionaries)

The Oxford Starter Russian Dictionary (Oxford Starter
Dictionaries)

From Oxford University Press
audiobook | *ebooks | Download PDF | ePub | DOC

Oxford

RUSSIAN
Dictionary

A fresh approach to learning Russian

THE WoRrLD'Ss MOsT TRUSTED DICTIONARIES

“DOWNLOAD ™| "READ ONLINE |

#2252394 in Books 1997-11-060riginal language:EnglishPDF # 1 7.60 x .60 x 5.10I, .72 #File Name:
0198600321320 pages | File size: 40.Mb

From Oxford University Press: The Oxford Starter Russian Dictionary (Oxford Starter Dictionaries) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Oxford Starter Russian

Dictionary (Oxford Starter Dictionaries):

4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Accessible dictionary for beginnging students of RussianBy Ron
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D.Thisdictionary has helped me get through the first few semester of Elementary Russian. It's not the usual scaled-
down version of alarger dictionary because the editors kept in mind to include useful phrases that any beginning
student of Russian would need to look up, and when you look up aword, it just doesn't give alist of ten possible
tranglations, but it makes sure that you pick the one closest to your intended meaning.1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. Sorely lacking in contentBy T. Cooperl might recommend this dictionary to a British middle-
school student who isjust starting to learn Russian, with the caveat that the student will outgrow it within afew
months. Students from any other English-speaking part of the world will be frustrated by the strong British focus. And
adult users will simply find it a complete waste of time, as| did.The introduction says that one design goal of this
dictionary wasto have it "refreshingly uncluttered". This apparently means "lots of white space on the page”, which,
combined with the small number of pages, means they had to severely limit the amount of content and leave out al but
the words and meanings that the Oxford editors thought were most important. So they left out words like
"introduction”, "lack" "era", "irony", "transparent”, "purple" (aswell as"violet" and "lavender"). But they included
things like "shoe shop", "badminton”, "Welsh woman" and "teatowel" as separate listings.For words with multiple
meanings, we see additional problems. (No, "multiple” and "additional" aren't included in the dictionary.) For
example, the English word "mum" is only translated as "mother". So a Russian user trying to translate the phrase "to
keep mum" will be very confused. For the word "shade", they only include the meaning as in "in the shade", and leave
out "shades of color" and "lamp shade".In designing this dictionary, they tried to improve on traditional dictionary
format, which is alaudable goal. (No, "improve", "format" and "laudable" aren't included in the dictionary.) But | find
| disagree with almost all of their design decisions. First off, the word being defined is not only boldfaced, it isalso a
rather bright blue, which my eye finds very distracting. (No, "distracting" is not included in the dictionary.) They also
separate the word and each of its definitions onto separate lines, but | find this causes my eyes to work harder to find
the information it needs. These observations come from trying to use this dictionary for one small project, and then
perusing for afew minutes looking for aredeeming quality while | wrote thisreview. (No, "observation”,
"redeeming", and "review" aren't included in the dictionary, and "project” is only listed as ahoun.) There are so many
better Russian/English dictionaries out there, it's a shame to waste time and money with this one.9 of 9 people found
the following review helpful. The most practical and useable dictionary in print!By A CustomerThisis an outstanding
resource with a unique format for improved user friendliness as compared to conventional dictionaries. The word
content is free from esoteric and technical entries, but still relatively comprehensive. It is an essential reference for the
beginner. The more advanced readers will also find it a convenient ready-reference tool as well, allowing the large
bookshelf type dictionary to be reserved for occasional use. Although the dictionary islarger than pocket size, the ease
of use and selected word content also makes this avery good selection for use as atravel dictionary.Word entries have
alarger font size and are blue, while the dictionary text is black and a smaller font, and spacing between entriesis
generous. These features make it much easier and faster to find a particular entry. For the beginner, even the basic
usage of adictionary is not necessarily atrivial task when it comes to the Russian language! This dictionary can be
used with confidence, because another unique feature is a set of exercises to ensure the reader is using the dictionary
effectively and correctly.The only shortcoming of this dictionary is the absence of phonetic interpretations of Russian
words. A brief pronunciation guide is included with the description of the Cyrillic a phabet, and the stressed syllable
for each word is also indicated. Entire pronunciations for each word entry would be a valuable addition, however,
because of the complex rules governing the pronunciation of Russian words.Overall, thisis an excellent resource!

About the Oxford Starter Dictionaries: Oxford's new Starter range of dictionaries breaks fresh ground in language-
learning providing essential information in a completely unique way. Specially designed for beginners, these essential
volumes are not merely scaled-down versions of larger dictionaries. Every effort has been made to approach foreign
languages from the point of view of the beginning student who may be unfamiliar with the conventions of the more
traditional bilingual dictionary, which presupposes a basic knowledge of the foreign language. Each dictionary
contains approximately 20,000 words covering everyday vocabulary and core survival phrases. From irregular verb
forms to common idiomatic usage, the Oxford Starter Dictionaries provide generous coverage of those aspects of the
foreign language which are less easy to decode for English speakers. These innovative teaching tools are unparalleled
as accessible and user-friendly introductions to foreign languages. Each Starter dictionary provides: * Maximum
Guidance The English-foreign language side provides the user going into the foreign language with maximum
guidance offering detailed coverage of essential grammar, clear signposts to the correct tranglation for a particular
context and awide selection of example material. The foreign language-English side is designed to capitalize on what
English speakers know about their own language. Irregular verbs, adjectives, and plurals are al featured in the
wordlist. * Correct Grammar and Usage Points of basic grammar are reinforced using the ! sign and colloquial usageis
marked for both English and the foreign language. More complex grammatical issues are dealt with in short notes at
appropriate points in the text or in the more detailed boxed grammar notes. * No Abbreviations The only abbreviations
the user will find are those which are entirely self-explanatory as headwords in the wordlist. Parts of speech, gender
labels, regional markers, and grammatical terms are all given in full with aglossary providing explanations and



examples of different parts of speech in use. * The Best Trandation The language used in examplesis carefully chosen
to guide the learner to the correct translation. The wordlist and the clear, lively examples are drawn from English and
the foreign language asit is currently used. * Accessibility and Clarity Each dictionary page is refreshingly
uncluttered. The move from one language to another is explicitly indicated using = signs. * Thematic Boxes Thematic
boxes are provided containing the vocabulary relevant to areas such as days of the month, games and sports, and
talking about time. * Symbols Colloquia usageis clearly indicated by means of symbols which are explained at
regular intervals at the bottom of the page.
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