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David Macey : The Penguin Dictionary of Critical Theory (Penguin Reference Books)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Penguin Dictionary of Critical Theory 
(Penguin Reference Books): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Essential Tool for Beginning Critical Theorists (and All Graduate 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0140513698


Art Students).By GraehoundThis is an essential resource for anyone having to discuss critical theory who has a finite 
amount of attention for the topic and/or lacks a basic undergraduate collegiate experience within philosophy. Concise, 
easy to understand definitions and a boatload of cross-referencing makes keeping unfamiliar terms clear and leads to 
free-association between other concepts. The Penguin Dictionary of Critical Theory did more to help me retain and 
build upon the discourse within my graduate-level critical theory lectures than most of the assigned lecture readings. I 
am a far more competent reader and writer within that mode of communication for it.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Fantastic book!!By Robert EatonA must have for critical thinkers!!12 of 15 people found the following 
review helpful. More an Encyclopedia than a DictionaryBy Martin AsinerA DICTIONARY OF CRITICAL THEORY 
by David Macey is one of those books that ought to be held in one hand while the other holds another text on literary 
theory. It is no easy task to succinctly summarize let alone analyze an imposingly long list of terms, writers, 
movements, and schools of critical thought, but Macey has come close. Assume that a reader is about to try to plow his 
way through the denseness that is the thought of Lacan. As a preliminary, that reader would be wise first to read the 
general background to Lacanian thought before navigating a way between Lacan's distinctions between the Real and 
the Imaginary stages of infantile growth. Or perhaps that reader feels a lack of understanding of Freud's oedipal issues. 
Macey is where to begin. Macey's text is arranged alphabetically, as any proper dictionary should be, but this text is 
more encyclopedia than dictionary. Part of the not-so-obvious problem I have with Macey is the same that I have with 
any author who seeks to encapsulate all the knowledge of the world on one issue in one book. The question of 
authorial bias manifests itself not only in what is included or excluded, but also in the even-handedness of its 
treatment. Macey tends to smooth over any areas of political controversy that arise all too often in a discourse that is 
fraught with potential conflict. For example, as I was reading the entry on Noam Chomsky, the MIT linguist who has 
for years been an outspoken critic of both the United States and Israel, hardly anything was written that might cast an 
aspersion on Chomsky's own biases. What was presented was a rather technical explanation of Chomsky's linguistic 
theories, a matter of concern only to other linguists. I was surprised by Macey's omission of Frederick Jameson, one of 
the most outspoken Marxist critics of this century. Still, Macey's text is an indispensable tool for those who wish to 
learn how words affect ideas.

Accessing the huge selection of critical theory can be an intimidating experience. This acclaimed dictionary is an 
invaluable introduction to the theories and theorists in the field and will prove an authoritative resource for all students.

"Remarkable for its comprehensiveness, mapping "theory" across a wide range of disciplines and art forms. It is 
certainly a referencebook I will want to have on my own shelves." David Lodge"Excellent...an unusual instance of an 
academic reference book that I do belive doubles quite effectively as a textbook for students and I would recommend 
it unreservedly to anyone with an interest in theoretical matters, or just in the history of ideas." Dr. Duncan Wu, St. 
Catherine's College, Oxford"An astonishing encyclopaedia of people, ideas and concepts...ideal as introductory essays 
on a thinker or concept that you want to get a handle on before reading futher...the book also rewards browsers with 
entries on unpredictable things like "dead whiteEuropean males" and "falsememory syndrome"...a great purchase for 
students of cultural studies, literature or sociology." www.Theory.org.uk"Enlightening and fun: this dictionary is a 
treasure of easy, elegant erudition. From abjection to zeugma, Plato to Tarantino, it offers focused critical enquiry and 
entices readers on more whimsical tours around the ideas." Dr. Andrea Ashworth"Splendidly done. It brings clarity to 
the world of difficult concepts and radical ideas that constitute modern and post-modern critical theory, covering the 
significant schools and bringing clear definitions." Malcolm BradburyAbout the AuthorDavid Macey is the author of 
'Lacan in Contexts' (1988), 'The Lives of Michel Foucault' (1993) and 'Franz Fanon: A Biography' (2000). He lives in 
Leeds. 


