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Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe : Theory of Colours  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Theory of Colours: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Poor FormattingBy Rajiv ChopraI am giving this book a three star 
rating for one simple reason and that is the way that the book has been formatted. I should have read it on the IPad, but 
the very fact that I have to keep going to the back to look at the images, is a pain.Without images, and with a style of 
writing that is now obviously hard to follow, it becomes a difficult book to read. there is some wonderful material in 
the book, but the chore of closing my eyes and constantly visualising stuff is too much of a pain.4 of 4 people found 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1515136876


the following review helpful. First comes TheoryBy A. ClyburnThis is a great book, and though the format wasn't as I 
expected at the beginning - the information was priceless. Definitely a plus and a recommended read.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Hanneke HollanderVery interesting

Theory of Colours is a book by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe about the poet's views on the nature of colours and how 
these are perceived by humans. Published in 1810, it contains detailed descriptions of phenomena such as coloured 
shadows, refraction, and chromatic aberration. The work originated in Goethe's occupation with painting and mainly 
exerted an influence onto the arts (Philipp Otto Runge, J. M. W. Turner, the Pre-Raphaelites, Wassily Kandinsky). 
Although Goethe's work was rejected by physicists, a number of philosophers and physicists have concerned 
themselves with it, including Thomas Johann Seebeck, Arthur Schopenhauer (see: On Vision and Colors), Hermann 
von Helmholtz, Rudolf Steiner, Ludwig Wittgenstein, Werner Heisenberg, Kurt Godel, and Mitchell Feigenbaum. 
Goethe's book provides a catalogue of how colour is perceived in a wide variety of circumstances, and considers Isaac 
Newton's observations to be special cases. Unlike Newton, Goethe's concern was not so much with the analytic 
treatment of colour, as with the qualities of how phenomena are perceived. Philosophers have come to understand the 
distinction between the optical spectrum, as observed by Newton, and the phenomenon of human colour perception as 
presented by Goethea subject analyzed at length by Wittgenstein in his exegesis of Goethe in Remarks on Colour.

Can you lend me The Theory of Colours for a few weeks? It is an important work. His latest things are insipid. 
(Ludwig van Beethoven, Conversation-book, 1820)About the AuthorJohann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832), a 
towering figure in German literature, was the author of The Sorrows of Young Werther, Faust, Italian Journey, The 
Theory of Colours (MIT Press edition, 1970), and many other works. 


